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as are the poldfields with regard to the min-
ing industry. These are pinpricks cansing us
grave trouble. The motion, whilst it will not
perhaps bave any cffect on the matter, must
be ant instrurtion to the Government that the
country people, particolarly, are not satisfied
with the hours alloeated at the present time.
Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—-West) [12.16]: T move—

That the House at ifs rising adjourn to a
date to be fixed by the President.

Question put and passed.

Housre adjourned at 12,17 pm,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair ot 110

am., and vead prayers.

NOTICE PAFPERS.

The Speaker ealled on Question No. 1,

Me. SEWARD: T point out that copies
of the notice paper have not heen distribu-
ted.

Mr. SPEAKER: There has been a hreak-
down at the printing works, so I have heen
informed, but the notice papers will arvive
in a few niinutes,
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The PREMIER: Could net we postpone
for the time being the guestious of which
notice has been given!

The Minister for Land~; 1t will be very
diflicult to follow them otherwise,

My, SPEAKER: In the unusnal eirenm-
stances, I shall eall on yuestions with notice
at o later stage of the sitting, [ understand
that some members desive to ask questions
without notice.  These may he taken now.

QUESTION—DEFENCE.
Midland Junction Workshops Auneive.

Hon, W. D, JOHXSON (without notiee)
nsked the Premicr: Will he inguire whether
the infarmation ziven to the House in re-
gard to the serious cwrtailment of munitions
production at the anuexe at the Midland
Junetion workshops was not puhlished be-
eause of the indifference of the Press or the
activity of the eensor.

The PREMIER rveplied: The matter has
never been  officinlly  brought uwnder my
notiee.

QUESTIONS (3)—CIVIL DEFENCE.
As to Lighting Restrictions.

Mr. SEWARD (without notire) asked the
Minister for Mines: 1, Is it intended to re-
place the regulations dealing with lighting
restrictions during hrown-out and black-out
periods, disallowed recently by the Legisla-
tive Couneil, by regulations to be enucted
under National Security Regulation=! 2,
If so, will such artion prevent thiz Parlia-
ment from reviewing and, if thought neves-
sary, disallowing all or any of those regnla-
tions? 3, If =0, does the Government approve
of such action?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
The lighting restrictions were originally im-
posed at the reque<t of the Commonwenlth
military authorities. On the disallowanee
of the regulations, the military authorities
were notified of the position and it wa~ left
to them to institute such action as was con-
sidered necessary for theseenrify of the
State. ‘What this action wilt be has not yet
heen determined.

Hon. W. ). JOHNRSOX (without notice)
asked the Minister for Mines: Further to
that question, is the Government eantinuine
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‘that  he
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negotiations with the military suthoritics
with a view to getting a speedy decision in
regard to this mattert

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
Yes.

AR.P, Organizution,

Mr. J. HEGNEY (without notice) asked
the Minister for Mines: According to Press
reports the Prime Minister stated recently
had  referred  the matter of

the organisation  of  eivil  defence to
the  Premiers  of  the wvarvious States.
Hax the Government given considera-
tion to the question of orsanising

the members of the community, apart from
those in the Services, for A.R.P. work?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
T presume the question refers to eonseript-
ing all those pevsons between the ages of
18 and 60 who are not working in any other
sphere of defence. At the conference held
in  Melbonrne rvecently, this matter was
brought forward for an expression of opinion
hy the delegatos from each State, and the
proposal was referred back to the Depart-
ment. of Home Seeurity.

QUESTION—TROLLEY BUSES.

Mr. NORTH (without netiee) asked the
Minister for Railways: Have the trolley hus
chassis that were on order arrived from
oversea, and how soon does he think the
new buses ean be put into service?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: The chassis have arrived; they have
been here ahout a fortnight. They have been
conveyed to the Midland Junetion work-
shaps, and the buses will he construeted and
puf inte serviee as soon as possible.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS,
s to Carlisle (rossing Safety Lights.

Mr. RAPHAET: (withont notice) asked
the Minister for Ruilways: Have the safety
lights, which were ordered for the Carlisle
railway erossing :12 months ago for use
during the black:out period, heen supplied
and when will they he installed?

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYR ye-
plied: So far as I know, the matter is still
under consideration,
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MOTION—STANDING ORDERS3
SUSPENGSION.

HON. C. 6. LATHAM (York) [11.7]): I
move—

That Standing Order 211 be suspended to
cnable & motion dealing with the question of
the release of manpower for the purpose of
nasisting the farming industry to be moved
at this sitting.

Mr, SPEAKER: The question is that the
motion be agreed to.

Mr. Raphael: No!

Mr. SPEAKER: Then I must divide the
House. Ring the bells!

Mr. Raphael: Why specify the farming
indnstry only? Why not include everything?

Bells rong.

Mr, SPEAKER: T um satisfied that there
is an absolute majority of mombers in fav-
our of the Ayes. T, thercfore, call ofl the
division mdd deelare the guestion passed.

Question thus  passed.

NOTICE PAPERS.
MFE. SPEAKER: The notice papers hav-

ing now arvived, T will take questions before
the Leader of the Opposition proceeds with
his mntion,

QUESTION—AGRICULTURE.
As to Wheat «nd Woal Growing, etc.

Mr. BERRY asked the Minister for Agri-
culture: 1, Are the necessary steps heing
taken fo formnlate a comprehensive agrieul-
tural policy to obviate the risk of a gene-
ral food shortage in the future? 2, Are
there sulficient stoeks of superphosphate to
cover adequate farming opervations for the
ensuing season, 1943-449 3, Ts restriction of
wheat produetion to eontinue in this Sinte?
4, Will the Government iinmediately informe
wheatgrowers roncerning the areas to be
fallowed in the coming months for the 1043-
4t season’s eropping needs? 8, What price
is to bhe paid per bushel for this season’s
harvest? 6, What arrangements have heeir
finalised for the payment of compensation
for aveas not eropped heeause of restriction
as applied to Western Australia? 7, Does
he believe that a cropping arven of less thaw
200 aeres enn be made sufticiently profitable
in allow the wheatgrower to meet his gene-
ral obligations? 8, Is there any moratarium
protection for farmers who ecannot moenot
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‘their obligations hecanse ot legislative action
by the Government or because of the exigen-
wies of this war? 9, Are the wheatgrower and
small woolgrower considered to he engaged
in an  cssentinl  war  serviee? 10, If the
answer to () is in the affirmative, can he
inform the House why eevtain financial in-
stitutions are aliowed to eviet farmers as
iu the ease of Melnnes Bros., and Ryvan of
Kulin?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: 1, Agrvieultural plans are
«on<tantly laid and varying demands affeet
plans and poliey from time to time, 2, The
supplies of superphosphate in  Australia
available for next vear are the subjeet of
inquiry between States and Commonwealth,
Nothing can be anticipated, as requested,
for the season following. 3, The future
resivietion of wheat production depends to
some extent on the outcome of negotiations
now proceeding hetworn the Commonwealth
and other major wheat export countries.
4, 1H3-41 cropping neceds cannot be antiei-
pated at this stage. 3, T have no official in-
formation of any variation from last year.
G. This matter is at present the subject of
wonnuunication hetween State and Common-
wealth. 7, This to a Targe extent depends
on the seltler himself and on his complete
awetivities as affected by reduced acreage. T
i continving fimdy to request a reason-
able hasis for compensation for the avea put
out of production. 8, T do not know of any
geniral movatorinm. 9, This is a matter for
determination by the appropriate military
and manpower authorities. 10, No, unless
it i< that appropriate legal procedure has
hecu adopted.

QUESTION—RUBEER SUPPLIES,

Hon. C. (. LATHAM asked the Minister
for Aprienlture: 1, Ts he aware that experi-
ments in the eultivation of the desert shrub
knowe as Guavule (pronounced y-you-lee),
which produces up to 30 per cent. rubher,
chemically identieal with tree rubber, has
proved swecessful on marginal lands of
10-inch rainfall in  California, and that
U.5.A. Congress has voted 25 million dol-
Tars to finance the planting of 45,000 acres
of that shrub to ereate a domestic emer-
geney supply of rubber? 2, Will he take
steps to have the eultivation and treatment
of this plant investigated to ascertain if
the State’s marginal land ean he utilised
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for its production, and, if when grown, the
rubber econtent can be economicaily extracted
in Australia so that we may be less reliant
on foreign rubber to meet our wrgent re-
guirements?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, It is known that large areas of
land in California are planted with the
shrub referred to, which helongs to the Aster
species and from which it is intended to
produce yubber. Since the loss of Malaya
efforts are being made to increase the area
by 75,000 acres. 2, We have supplies of
sead on the way but experiments previously
conducted were not very hopeful. For ex-
ample, at Muresk Agricultural College of
24 specimens planted less than half sur.
vived the first summer although the ground
was eultivated around them. At the end of
four years, only one plant survived. At
Merredin Research Station, although the
gronnd was kept well mulehed, only a few
plants survived the first summer and all
hnd died by the end of three years. The
plant is usually considered mature at four
vears of age but under emergency condi-
tions it may be eunt at an earlier stage, al-
though the yield of latex would be less,

While on this subjeet I desire to inform
the Leader of the Opposition and other
members who are interested that I intend
to make a public statement on the subject
of latex-yielding plants. The particular
plant mentioned in the question has as its
only habitat a very small area in Amerien
from 4,000 to 7,000 ft. above sea level. It
iz confined to richly charged limestone soil.
As many different opinions are held on this
matter, I will make the statement as soon
as I can.

QUESTIONS (2)—~TAXATION.
As to Produetion of Assessments.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM asked the Minister
for Railways: 1, On Tuesday, the 12th
inst., did T personally inform him that the
certifying officer under the group taxation
secheme at Midland Junction workshops re-
quires from cmployecs at the workshops
presentation of iax assessments beforve giv-
ing cortifieates of tax paid? 2, Will he then
give instructions that this praetice is to
cease on the ground that the individual tax-
paver's assessment is a eonfidential doeu-
ment?

o e,
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1 and 2, Group certificates will be
issued to all employees of the depariment
who have not sent in their assessment notices
by the 16th instant.

Deductions for Donations.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON asked the Pre-
mier: Will the Government consider amend-
ing- the Income Tax Assessment Act to pro-
vide that donations to funds raised for the
relief of the Mercantile Marine should be
an allowable deduetion in the same way as
contributions to naval, military, and air
forces?

The PREMIER replied: This will be eon-
sidered in due conrse,

QUESTIONS (3)—RAILWAYS,

As to Concession Fares to Conference
Delegates.

Mr. DONEY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Have railway coneession fares,
usnally granted to delegates attending con-
ferences, been suspended? 2, If the answer
to (1) is in the affirmative, ¢can he state—(a)}
the reason for such action at a time when
road transport is almost impossible and the
railways have a virtual monopoly of pas-
senger traffic; and (b) will he give imme-
diate instruetions to the department to lift
the suspension and grant the concession
fares on the usual conditions?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS ve-
plied: 1, Yes. 2 (a), The desirability stress-
ed by the War Cabinet of curtailing travel
during the present emergency. (b) No.

Midland Junction Workshops.

AMr. DONEY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: Having regard to the fact that there
is generally insufficient work at the Midland
Junetion annexe to keep the men there fully
employed, will he investigate the desirability
of the return to the W.A.G.R. of those boiler-
makers and others who were previously in
the employ of that department, so that the
highly necessary repairs to engines and
rolling stock generally may be attended to
without further delay?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: It is the praetice during slackness in
the annexe, whilst awaiting sapplies of
materials, for smnrplus employees to he
utilised elsewhere in the workshops.
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Fires Cansed by Kngine 8puarks.

Mr. McLLARTY asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Has the Commissioner for
Railways given any econsideration to pro-
posals, whereby farmers who have suffered
loss, as the result of fires caused by sparks
from railway engines, shonld receive fair
compensation? 2, If the answer is yes, what
are the proposals? :

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, A scheme of compulsory
fire insurance (broadly similar to the Pro-
perty War Damage Scheme) to be financed
by a levy on land in “@angerous” proximity
to & railway and with a financial eontribu-
tion from the Railway Department.

QUESTION—MEAT.
W.A, Meat Erport Companyg’'s Works.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Agrieulture: 1, Is it a fact that the Govern-
ment has taken over the W.A. Meat Export
Coy,, Ltd.? 2, If so, what reason actnated
the Government in so deing? 3, What
munount of money has been or is to be paid to
the eompany? 4, Does the Government pro-
pose to carry on the works as a Government
activity or not? 5, If it is proposed to carry
on the works will it be as a separate entity
as in the past, or will an amalgamation of
the works with the abattoirs and eold stor-
age at Alidland Junction be effected?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE.
replied: 1, 2, 3, 4, and §, The Government
has heen approached by the directors of the
W.A. Meat Export Company and negotia-
tions are proceeding,

QUESTION—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT.

As to Droughi Relief.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, In view of the disallowance of the
regulations under the Industries Assistance
Aet (re Drought Relief}, is it the intention
of the Government now to make drought
relief loan moneys repayable by farmers on
terms and econditions the same as those
granted fo the Siate by the Federal Gov-
ernment? 2, If this is not done, will not
farmers in some ecases be deprived of the
nse of money at 14 per cent. or thereabouts
and unable fo use their annual proceeds
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(now taken in repayment of drought relief)
in reduction of indebtedness at 5 per cent.
or more?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, Regulations previously disallowed made
provision for continuing the advances to
farmers at the vate of interest being paid
by the State with repayments where neces-
sary to be spread over a number of years.
2, Continuing to disallow reasonable regu-
lations will deprive farmers of the use of
money at 134 per cent. or thereabouts.

QUESTION—WOOL.
«A8 to Inerease of Price,

Mr, WATTS asked the Minister for Agn-
culture: 1, Was hig attention drawn to a
statement made by the Federal Minister for
Commeree as to an increased price for Aus-
tralian wool, and recently published in the
Press? 2, Has his department taken any
steps to provide data and estimates show-
iug inereased cost of production of wool
in Western Australia sinee September, 1939¢
3, If s0, what fipure per pound represents
the resulf of inquiries? 4, If no estimates
have been made, is it intended to make them
and supply the result to the Federal Minis-
lex?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, 2, 3, and 4, A statement was
made by the Minister for Commerce (Hon.
W. .J. Seully) on 30th April that the Fed-
eral Government had decided to ask the Bri-
tish Government, becanse of added costs, to
review the price being paid for Awustralian
wool. The matter is being reviewed in an
Australia-wide sense but farmers’ costs are
50 complicated and involved that it is diffi-
cult to have items segregated which have a
particular hearing on the cost of wool pro-
duced by farmers. Where wool is grown in
conjunction with other agrieultural activi-
ties, owing to the inter-relation of the
various factors involved in production, it
is diffienlt to arrive at an accurate deter-
mination covering the cost of any one pro-
duct such as wool.

QUESTION—FARMING INDUSTRY.
Ads te Release of Manpower,

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Has he yet appointed an
appeal authority (of which an officer of his
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department would be a member) to deal with
applications from personnel for release
from military duties in order to perform
seeding operations to be carried out on
farms? 2, As delays stil]l take place in
secnring the release of sueh personnel, wiil
he endeavour to expedite the dealing with
any applieations that are made?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1 and 2, No. But we are endeavour-
ing to have the necessary liaison established.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL BANK.
As lo Sustenanee to Farmers.

AMr. KELLY asked the Minister for Awori-
culture: 1, Why are farmers who have
handed their total wheat proeceds to the
Agricultural Bank, and who are in receipt
of sustenance, being so seriously hampered
by the Agricultural Bank, through late pax-
ment of monthly sustenance allowances?
2, Why was payment of sustenance, duc to
farmers in the Yilgarn area, in the months
of January and Fehruary, not received by
them until 23rd Mareh? 3, Is there any
reason why March and April sustenanee to
farmers still remains wnpaid? 4, Will he
take steps to have sustenance allowances
paid in advance or give a goed reason why
this method of dealing with farmers’ sus-
tenance could not he applied?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, 2, 3, and 4, Under special arrange-
ments snstenance advances ave made during
Janvary and Febrnary pending receipt of
annual review statement from the farmer,
but temporarily withheld in a few cases un-
til the settler’s position is examined.

MOTION—FARMING AND PASTORAL
INDUSTRIES.

As to Manpowering of Workers,

HON, C. 6. LATHAM (York) {11.18]:
T move— .

That in view of the faet that protracted
negotiations by the Minister for Agriculture
and members have failed to sceure the release
of personnel from Military Forces to enable
seasonal operations in connection with farming
to be carried out, this House requests the
Premier immediately to take up with the
Prime Minister, as Minister for Dcfenee, the
matter of the immediate release of personnel
required to ensure the carrying on of farming
operations, and the formation of an appeal
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board congisting of one wember representing
the Military torces and one the farming
industry.

Hon. W. D. Johnson; What is the appeal
board for? You do not say.

Hon. (. G. LATHAM: If the hon. mem-
ber will give me an opportunity 1 will do so.

Hon, W. D. Johngon: It should be set
out in your motion.

Hon. C, G. LATHAM: Lt can be added, if
the hon. member desires. I am sorry he is
so impatient. 1f the hon. member had any
knowledge of farming, he would know why
this motion is brought forward. For a long
time farmers have been cxercised in their
minds about getting suflicient labour to eu-
sure the earrying on of their operations. I
regret to say that, in my opinion, the mili-
tory authorities are so wrapped up in their
own professional duties that they fail to
sec another side to the conditions in Aus-
tralia, namely, civilian life. It should be
pointed out to the military authorities that,
after all, they cannot prosecute the war sue-
cessfully without the assistance of the civilian
population, which must be allowed to carry
on its industries to feed and clothe members
of the military forees and provide necessary
tinance for the war. If they bear that fact
in mind, T feel sure they will appreciate
that requests made to them are not made for
the purpose of harassing them, hnt rather
for the purpose of assisting the war effort.
Unfortunately, there has been recently set
up in this State two authorities, the Man-
power Department, and a sub-department of
that department in this State. Power has
been delogated to the sub-department to en-
able it to deal with such applications as are
made hefore a soldier is attested, that is,
before he is sworn in and becomes a soldier.

It has been brought under our notice by
reliable authorities—they are farmers—that
appeals have been lodged in respect of
farmers’ only sons or only employees who
have been called up, We are told that the
manpower officer takes the applications,
which are sworn declarattons, but that some
of them, although lodged as long ago as
Jannary of this year, have not vet been
dealt with. The result is that these applica-
tions have either been pigeon-holed or lost,
and the son or employee has been called up
and become a soldier. A different procedure
then takes place. The manpower officer, who
is a civil anthoritv. has power to deal with
anplieations made prior to the man heing
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attested. He also deals with hardship cases.
That is where an application is made by an
individual whe is running a one-man busi-
ness. Hc has to make application to the
court, through the Clerk of Courts. That
is & power delegated from the civil authority
to the eourts. They also deal with the eon-
scientious objectors. That is, ns far as I
know, the whole of the control delegated to
the civil authority and exercised by it.

I propose to deal with this aspeet first
and then with the military side. In the first
place the persons making the applications
are called up on a certain date and medically
examined, and they then lodge their applica-
tions. Often they are told that they have
no chance of being exempted, atthough under
the policy laid down by the Commonwealth
Government, if I interpret it correctly, it was

. never intended to deplete the whole of the

manpower cngaged in farming operations.
It was intended that adequate manpower
should he available. Those manpower allicers
who are actine on hehalf of the deputy man-
power officer in this State say that the reguo-
lations provide that only one man shall be
released for this purpese. A market gar-
dener may onoly have five or 10 acres of
land. He is entitled to one assistant, hut the
contention is that if he has 5,000 or 10,000
acres he is still only eniitled to one man.
Tt is ridieulous to suggest that any business
ean be earried on in that way. On a North-
Wost station it is necessary to have four or
five boundary riders. Tt only Tequires a
eertain amount of eommonsense to read inte
these regunlations what was intended. On a
farm of two or three thousand acres it may
quite casily take two or three men to water
and feed the sheep, hesides doing other work
around the place.

T draw the attention of the House to the
fact that at the prosent time vegetables are
extremely scarce and expensive, and so aro
eges and ponltry. They are very diffienlt
to obtain.

Mr. J. H. Smith: And always have heen
at this time of the vyear.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: No. T have lived
here for 30 vears and it is the first time
that T have entered a shop and asked for a
dozen egos and been informed that I could
only get threc. Even when we were import-
ing eggs from the Eastern Stntes, there al-
ways seemed to he a supply.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: We cannot import
them from the Eastern States now.
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Hou, C. G. LATHAM: I was in the hon.
member's distriet a little while ago and asked
for eggs and bacon and was told that there
were no cggs. At Kalgoorlie there is an
extreme shortage of eggs. At the present
time we have a large numher of confreres
from oversea assisting us in the gigantic
struggie in which we are engaged—I refer
to our American cousins. We have a per-
fect right to feed them as well as they de-
sire to be fed, and we can only do that hy
producing the foodstufl:, We cannot im-
port them and even if there were a surplus
in the BEastern States we could not get it
here, as the member for Brownhill-Ivanhoe
(Mr. F, C. L. Smith) explained. It is im-
possible. We have to see that the foodstufls
arp maintaived. The only way we ean do
that iz to rclease suliicient labour for the
purpose. The production of eggs, poultry
and vegetables  requires a  considerable
amount of labour, and it is essentinl that
we should have it.

I do not suggest that a man who desires
to evade his responsibilities as  a soldier
should be permitted to get exemption mervely
by asking for it. It is for that reason that
I wish to sec the safeguard T have men-
tioned in my motion. That is important.
There will be members in the House who
will say it does not matter if we do not
go on producing wheat. But, after all, we
have an important agricultural industry here
in wheat production and while, af the pre-
sent moment, T admit we have difficulty in
exporting that wheat, lhat is not to
sav {here is not a marvket for it

The Premier: Qur farmers are like the
goldminers—we do not utilise their com-
modity.

Hon. C. G. LATHAX: Tt is no good
going out of production of wheat and other
cereals and turning the farms into pas-
tares. That eannot be done. If the Jand is
not turned up every three or four years, the
pastures soon deteriorate. We must tickle
the soil, and that requires labour. Tn adili-
tion, it is necessary for us to go on produc-
ing wheat. We must have a continuous
supply of wheat for our own people, and
when this war has censed we will have
something that will he a valuable asset, be-
cause the world today is hard up for grain.
We will get a ready sale for it.

T am not concerned only with that aspeet.
A much more important one is the shear-

ing. There is a great demand for wool.
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At the present time Ameriea is requesting a
big supply of it, and we showld allow that
country to get it from the Commonwealth
in return for the very great services being
rendered.

Mr. J. H. Smith:
through Bradford?

Hon, ¢, G, LATHAM: T do not know
about that, 1 do know that we have an
agrecment between Mustralia ol the Im-
perial Government to purchase the whole of
the elip. Just now a further agreement is
heing considered. If the wool is solil at any
time to any other country, the Australian
producer would shave fiftv-titty with the
[mperial Government. I do not know what
would he the position if thal agreement haud
not hoen enlered into. I am not, however,
intevested in that side of the matter. T want
to request the DPremier, through vou, Mr.
Speaker, to approach the Military Authori-
ties and ask them (o get out a nominal roll
of the shearers in their units. We would
then be able to organise and have our shear-
ing doue at he right time withont delay,
Farmers now are getting so worried that
they are talking ot commeneing to shear in
the widdle of winter. That is a
serious matfer heeause the losses of shorn
sheep on eold nights will be heavy indecd.
We should avoid sueh Josses if it is at all
possible, At the present time there is talk
about eommencing shearing in June, which is
an unnatuaral period, and I view the proposal
with alarm.

The Minister for Works: Some experi-
ments were carrvied out, were they not?

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: T think the mem-
her for Beverley {3Mr. Mann) eould explain
to the House what teok place when shearing

Without selling it

was undertaken in his clectorate during
August.  He ean tell of the deaths that
followed,

The Premier: Ti is like poing out at night
without any ¢lothing on.

Hon, C. {1, LATHAM : Tt s all right in
the North-West where it is possible to start
sheaving early in the vear.

Mr. Thomn:
there.

The Premier: Tt iz like going out in the
cold night air in a bathing costume. That
is what shearing in winter amounts to.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Tf the shearers who
are now in the military forees could be re-
lIeased. we could make use of their services
throughont the ecountry. Tpon the adoption

Nature provides for that
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of my suggestion, I could offer to the Minis-
ter tor Lands the organisation of the Pri-
mary Producers’ Association which is avail-
able throughout the agricultural areas. If
that course were adopted, we could ensure
continuity of service by means of proper
organisation. That is what is necessary;
organisation, so that the shearing ean be
continued throughout the distriets. If we
worked from the north to the south, we would
be dble to get through the shearing with the
least number of men required and in the
shortest time. The whole business ean be
casily organised if the military authorities
will agree to the proposal,

There is another phase to which I shall
allude. I presume there is the necessity for
the inclusion of a hardship clause in the
National Security Regulations. I appreciate
the tact that a man who has a number of
dependants could easily be ruined if forced
to undertake military service under certain
conditions. I do not think we have yet
reached the stage when it is necessary to
ruin people by forcing them to render mili-
tary serviee,

Mr. Patrick: Magistrates have told men
that they should sell their businesses.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, I understand
that is so, but I do net wish to stress that
phase. I am prepared to leave that matter
in the hands of the magistrates. 1 wish to
say something aboutb conscientions objectors.
To my mind, it is rather extraordinary that
the prosceuting counsel in sueh cases is him-
self quite a young man. I think it would
have heen better had an older man heen
chosen to undertake the eourt work, for it
i rather peculiar for one voung man to be
nuestioned by another young man as to what
he would do if the Japanese invaded Western
Anstralin. The prosecuting connsel in suech
civeumstances could very pertinently he
asked, “What wonld vou do%” Hoawever,
T do not wish to raise that issue, but rather
to ask what it is intended to do with the
man who is a eonseientious ohjector?

Surely it is not fair to allow such a man
to return to his oceupation in civil life while
another man is—I do not like to use the
word “conseripted,” although that is rveally
the position. We all realise that today we
have not only conscription for service in the
Armed Forees but for labour batfalions as
well. T do not think the word “conseription”
35 the ideal one to use, and ¥ wounld prefer
to refer to compulsory erganised service. I
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do not care much for conseription. How-
ever, I do not think conscientious objectors
should be permitted to carry on their busi-
nesses while others are required to render
service in the Armed Forees.

Mr. Warner: At any rate, they should not
be allowed to breed,

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I hope something
will be done to make the serviees of con-
seientious objeetors available in other direc-
tions that will have a direct bearing on the
war effort.

The Premier: We could hand them over to
the Minister for Civil Defence.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I think he has
enough worries as it is.

The Premier: But he could do with the
services of quite a large number of men.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : If that course were
adopted, T hope these eonscientious objectors
will prove themselves to be better men
than thev showed themselves to be in court.
Personally, T eannet see how it is possible
to have conseicntions phjectors in our midst
at a time like the present. We are all in
the job, and if not actively cngaged on the
military side we should he participants in
other phases of national service,

Now T propese to deal with the position
of men who have enlisted. Many young men
find themselves in the Army, althongh they
know very well that their services are
urgently required elsewhere. Under exist-
ing condibipns, shonld sueh a man make an
applieation  for rclease, his papers are
pigeonholed, lost, or perhaps the military
authorities deeide they will take no eognis-
anee of his applieation. Onee a man joins
the military forees, he has to send such an
applieation to his ecommanding officer, and
1 findl that after the applieation has heen
submitted, a month or more elapsecs hefore
any reply is reecived. We have discussed
this phase with some senior officers in the
services, and I have pointed out to them
the position of some who have made applica-
tion and have reccived ne acknowledgment.

For instance, in one ease a man 70 years
aof ave was the only male left on a farm.
He was unfortunate enough to injure his
only good eye, and he had to be sent to
Perth to receive the attention of an eye
specialist. The doetor gave him a certifieate
showing that he would he unable to do any
work for a considerable time. That man
had to leave his stock and farm fo the ten-
der mercies of a woman who was over 70
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vears of age. His son made an application
for release, but he has not heard anything
ahout it from his commanding officer, We
must remember that the military oflicers to
whom such applications have to be made are
ordinarily untrained regarding agricultural
matters.  They are not interested to the ex-
tent that men are who have come from the
raat areas. [ maintain that when an ap-
peal of the type 1 have mentioned is lodged,
it should reeeive urgent consideration.

[ could produce guite a number of in-
~lunces of applieations having heen made
to commanding officers a month or six weeks
agw, in respeet of which so far no replies
have been received.  Ax [ say, that is pro-
Dably due to the faet that many of those
a-sgeinted with mililary work have no know-
Icdee ol the hosiness side of farming. They
do not know what agricultural work aetu-
ally means. We know there ave many
peaple who have no practical knowledge of
axricultural or pastoral activities. T remem-
her the instance of one man who purchased
i station although he knew nothing about
pastoral work. lle had the benefit of the
services of o very good manager, who re-
ported progress o him from time to time.
iy one oreasion the manager submitted a
report indieating that the ewes were lamb-
my but ithat there was no feed for them
and he did not quite know what course to
adupt, The owner of the property veplied
sugeestinge that he should put off the lamb-
iz for a while!

The Premier: Oh no!

Hon, C. (i, LATITAM: That is right.

Heon, N. Keenan: It is perfeetly true.

The Premier: People may put off having
children for a while!

Hon. (. G. LATHAM: So they do, very
frequently.

Mr., SPEAKER: Order! T do not think
that bas anything to do with the question.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Quite so, M.
Speaker. When these applications are fur-
nishedd by soldiers, they are dealt with by
a commanding officer who knows nothing
ahout farming operations. TFor instance, he
will prohahly know nothing about the im-
portance of seeding. He will not realise
that the seeding period is very brief.

The Minister for Agriculture: Did not
someore suggest that we should breed from
wethers?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Pos<ibly so, bt I
do know that on one oeeasion a man went
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on to a station looking for a job. He asked
if he could be cmployed on Iamb-marking,
but he received the reply, “We have no
lambs for marking now. We have not yet
tipped the ewes.” The man said, “Perhaps
you could give me the job of tipping the
ewes!" It is all very diffienlt, and I know
how casy it is for those diffienlties to he
accenlnated. I we do not seenre the re-
lease of men at the appropriate time, the
eftort will be rquite futile.  For instance,
seeding operations vannol he held up. It
they are, then, instead of the Minister re-
eeiving pavient from Commonwealth ve-
venue on 22,000,000 bushels of wheat, he
will reeeive o retarn based  on a much
smaller ontput.  [f the wheat veturn falls
short of the ecatimate, it will not he hocause
XNalure has not been kind, for the season lhas
opened wonderfully well,  We know that
ollivers commanding units in the .Army io-
day include professional men, such as law-
yers and, I helieve, doctors. Such people
have never lheen engaged fn agrieultural
activitieca, When they receive applieations
for release from furm hands uwnder eirveum-
stances sueh as those 1 have indicated, they
do not appreciate the importance of the
elaima.

If a person who applies for release, vither
temporary or permanent, is not satisfied with
the reply he receives, he should he ahle to
lodge an appeal. True, the Army rogula-
tions provide that n man dissatisficd with the
decision of hiz commanding officer can ap-
peal ta a senior anthority. We know, how-
ever, that the senior mvlitary authovities do
not like letting down commanding officers.
In arder to overcome that difficulty, and
to ensure that men will have confidence in
the knowledge that their applications will
reerive due eonsideration and that finality
will be reached promptly, T snggest the erea-
tion of a hoard comprising a military officer
and a ecivilian who has a full knowledge of
agrievltural operations,. T am sure that
there are many retired farmers who would
be willing to serve voluntarily on such an
appeal board. With a body so constituted,
the military man would have the advantage
of the expert knowledge of the farmer, and
thus the board would be able to deal satis-
factortly with suchr applications.

The Minister for Mines: Why a board of
two members only?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T think that would
he satisfactory.
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The Minister for Mines: What if the two
members disagreed ¥

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: In the event of a
disagreement presumably the man would
stay in the Army. But 1 think the military
member of the board wounld be more likely
to accept the advice of the farmer on such
a tatter.

Mr. Raphael: Oh yeah!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not thiok a
hoard of three would be required and, so
long as a representative of the farming com-
munity is on it, whai I suggest should be
sutistactory, 1 appreciate the faet that the
military anthorities will be veluetant fo
agree to the establishment of an outside
body. But if possible 1 would like to test
my proposal for a two-man hoard to see it
it proves effective. T am surve the Minister
for Lands could seenre the services of =
vetired farmer who would be willing to
assist the military authorities voluntarily in
the direetion T have suggested. 1 sineerely
liope the House will agvee to iy motion, for
1 assure members it is very important. Last
week-end I was at York where quite a lot
of market garvdening iz being undertaken,
When I appealed to the growers to inercase
their  produetion, they told me of (heir
problems,  They totd me they had to work
very long honrs every day of the week, and
that cach was already trying to do the work
of two men. In consequence, they felt that
there wounld be a shortage of vegetables in
the future. There are other difficulties as
well.  For instance, thev eannot seceure snp-
plies of fertiliser without importing them
from the Tastern States.

When those supplies eome to hand, the
men will have to work very long hours in-
dewd. Tf we couid secure the velease of some
mwon familiar with market gardening. our
production of vegetables would he mueh movre
offective, and would be obtained at a much
lower cost than is possible under present-day
conditions. As it is, both the military auth-
orities and the eivil population are heing
deprived of the cssential commodities, Ob-
viously eivilians are quite willing to make
all sncrifices possible so that the men in
uniform may he well fed and clothed. We
must face the fact that adequate supplies of
foodstuffs eannot be fortheoming unless the
necessary lahour is made available. It is
futile for the military authorities to think
that the nation ean continue properly merely
on the hasis of the armed foreces alone.
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There is the other side to the national prob-
lem and that fact should be impressed upon
the military authorities. We are anxious to
help them in every way, and 1 think that is
appreciated. In all probability the present
situation arises from a misunderstanding.

The¢ Premier:
about an army!?

Mr. Withers: That it marches on its belly.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We must get men
out and set them to producing. I thank the
’remier for the opportunity to ventilate this
matter. I hope an approach ean be made
through the hon. gentleman to the Prime
Minister, who now carries the respounsibility
of production and everything elsc.

What did Napoleon say

MR. MANN (Beverley) [11.46): In sup-
porting the motion I wish to state that in
my electorate there has been trouble as re-
gards manpower for some time. When men
are called up in a country town, & manpower
olficer accompanies the military authorities
to assist in making selections.  The man-
power olticer who visits Beverley, however,
has not the faintest idea who the men are
that come up for selection. It may be said,
of course, that the men have various jobs
and therefore represent manpower. For my
part I would suggest an honorary board of
three, including the chairman of the road
hoard and the locai constable, They know
the circamstances of the varions men, and
they would willingly assist. In my clectorate
I know of a fariner who has four boys in
the Army. He is now appealing for assist-
ance.  On the other hand, there is another
farmer with fonr sens, not one of whom has
joined the Avmy. That position causes dis-
satisfaction. Tt 1  asked why should
four young men join the Ariny while four
others do not? ¥ wrge that a board of the
kind T have deseribed should be established
at onee in earh couniry town. With threc
responsible men to adjudieate, no such ano-
maly should arise as I have desertbed. The
hoard would he able to decide who should
he veleased.

Now as rezards the authorities in the met-
ropolitan district! I have here a leiter to a
man holding an important position. He has
two sons in the Avmy, one here and one in
the East. He has asked for one boy to he
released. That hoy went into eamp volun-
tarily, not asx a conseript. The release of
the son was asked for so that he micht
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manage the farm. The letter T have men-
lioned states, in reply to the application—

It is regretted that it i3 impossible to aceede
to your recommendation for the release of the
abovenamed, The eircumstances disclosed are
not exceptional and, if similar applications
were acceded to, army organisation and train-
ing in this State would be scriously affected.
That Jetter was written on the 27th April,
and the reply to it arrived yesterday. The
reply is signed by Mr. Stitfold. Authority
is divided between the Swan Barracks, Army
Corps, and Mr. Stitfold’s department. There
scems neither rhyme nor reason for such
delays as occurrved in this ease. As regards
the Great Southern distriet, there has been
praetieally no rain this year. From York to
Wagin the country is in a very bad way for
cropping. If a farmer there asks that a
man he released for work and a man is re-
leased for three weeks and no rain falls,
nothing ean he done. The whole thing is
stupid.  Farmers have large numbers of
cows and heifers going to market becanse the
fnrmers cannot feed them. Thus the breed-
ing stoek is being depleted.

U'nguestionably our farmers have shown
themselves highly patriotic in joining the
ALF—I am not referring te the Militia.
Many of the men on the land are simply
heartbroken. I know of one farmer who has
two song and holds 6,000 acres of land. One
son decided to join the A LY., and the other
son deeided to carry on the farm. The first
son ig marching up and down guarding some
buildings in Perth. A great many men who
at the present time are not worth a damn to
the country could he enlisted. I refer to the
racing and trotting erowds. The econseien-
tions objector, again, is not worth a snap of
the fingers. The other day a man of that
deseription went to a dentist to have his
teeth pulled. He was talking to the dentist
and mentioned that he would very much like
to help his country as he felt patriotic
although he could not take up arms. A nurse
asked, “Why not be a streteher-bearcr”? The
man replied, “Gooed gracious, woman, that
is the most dangerous job of all.”

I know of the case of o man 72 years
of age who has asked for his son to be
released. T submitted the ease to Mr. Stit.
fold, snpporting the man’s application. That
was o month ago, and T have not had a
word in reply ns vet. T diseussed the mat-
ter with the Leader of the Opposition, who
snid that apnlication shonld he made fa
Colonel Hoad. T rang up the colonel, He
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stated that he did not know anything about
the mnatter and that we had better apply
to Mr. Stitfold. That shows great lack of
co-ordination. I will quote another case to
enlighten the House. This morning a man
came to se¢ me who has a shearing c¢ontract
of 40,000 sheep to start on the 10th June
at Perenjori. The work is to be done by
three men. The contractor himself is past
military age, and he asked for the release
of 2 man, vne capable of shearing 120 sheep
a day. Heve is the reply he received—

Subject: Re W.42902 DPte. Bartlett, G.R.
Ref. your application for lecave for the above,
it ia advised that as shearing does not come
under the category of Essential Services, leave
cannot be approved.

That is signed by Capt. Burneit, Adjt.
11th Battalion. What is one to make of
that? The effect of the reply is that shearing
is not considered to be essential!

Mr. Marshall: Are the fariners having no
trouble in the Eastern States?

Mr. MANN: The wool has to come off.
I agree with the Leader of the Opposition
that the iden of shearing during June and
July in the southern part of the State is en-
tirely wrong. An instanee of an August
shearing happened seme years ago. Due to
cold 4,000 sheep died in the night. 1In the
open arens there are very cold blasts.

The Premier: How many sheep
shorn when that loss oceurred?

Mr. MANN: About 30,000.

Mr. Marshall: Wet sheep eannot be
shorn.

Mr, MANN: No. They were not wet sheep.
The day had been dry, bul the rain started
towards evening. No man should shear lamb-
ing owes in June or July. If he has 500
sheep to hring in and shears them himself,
he will lose half his lambs. Here is another
anomaly that has erept in. Recently a Jew-
ish woolbuyer was travelling to Beverley.
He was buying crutchings and skins, for
which he had a permit, T said to him, “Why
aren’t you in camp?' He replied, “I tried
to enlist, bhut they would not have me. 1
was called up under the militarv regulations
and informed the authoritics that I was a
qualified carpenter, and I am still waiting
to serve my adopted country, but appar.
cntly they have no use for me” Here is
a man willing to help this country, and he
is not called up. There is something de-
finitely wrong with the military organisa-
tion when suech things oceur.

were
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Again there is the case of & butcher in
Beverley. There are in facet, two butchers
in Beverley; one has a shop and the other
sells by the quarter. The man who sells
by the quarter applied to the Development
and Suppiy Department tor permission Lo
eart his meat to customers, and the reply
was that he eould not be permitted to do
50, Thercupon he asked what he was to do
to carn a living. He received a reply to the
effeect—"Join the Army.” The man is 54
yvears of age and s drawing a pension in
vespeet of injurics sustained during the last
war, which injuries unfit him for hard work.
His own sons ave in the ALY, 1 can safely
altirm that that man has served his country,
and yet such is the reply he veecived from
the Development and Supply Department.
Is it any wonder that the people have their
hacks up against the whole ovganisation? 1
maintain that it is rotten from start to fin-
ish. The trouble is that there are men on
the board who have no knowledge of the sub-
Jeet.  Why is there no co-operation between
the three authorvities? As regards Mr. Stit-
fold—

Mr. Raphael: My. Stitfold is o Common-
wealth officer. Does he get any pay as such?

Mr. MANN: Another farmer I know of
was sitting in a hotel among a big erowd of
men, and the harman was working af top
speed when suddenly the radio went on and
the Prime Minister’s high-pitched voice came
over saying, “Ladies and Gentlemen, every
man is at his battle station.” And so these
men were—drinking beer.  That is what we
have got down to. Let us faee the facts
holdly.

Mr. SPEAKER: Does that come into the
motion?

Mr. MANN: The Minister for Lands
knows the position of the primary industries.
This is not a squeal that is being raised. We
are merely asking for men to be released to
enable the farms to carry on. TUnless that
is done many farms will degenerate. Fene-
ing will fall into disrepair, pastures will
decline and stocks will deteriorate. Another
important fact is that there will be no im-
ports of merino rams from the Eastern
States in the future. The railway and ship-
ping authorities have said they cannot grant
shipping facilities for the export to this
State of top stud rams and the position in
that industry alone is very serious.

I am pleased the motion has been intro-
duced and hope that some good will eome
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from it. The military authorities are aware
of the importance of the agrieultural in-
dustry. In my own case, unless I can secure
labour, T intend to let my place go, 1 am
not going to carry on, beeause I cannot do
so. I am speaking personally, but I am not
the only one in that pesition. On my pro-
perty I am trying to manage 1,700 sheep, of
which 700 are ewes, and my daughter, 16
years of age, is looking after the sheep.
There are horses on the property that can-
not he worked, but they bave to be fed.
Young ewes and other young female stoek
will have to go to market because of the
shortage of labour. There are exeeptionally
good herds and stocks in this State, bat un-
less something is done quickly there will he
a rapid deterigration on properties which
will take a long time to reeover from the set-
hack cxperienced. When the war is over
primary industries will be essential for feed-
ing the world, and our job is to endeavour to
maintain them to the best of cur ahility.

MR. WARNER (Mt. Marshall) [12.3]:
I do not desire to speak at any length on the
motion, becanse the lack of manpower on the
various farms throughout the State is realised
by mast members of this House. The ques-
tion is one of great moment. All of us are
anxious to do the best we ean towards win-
ning the war and bringing the confliet
to a speedv issue. T do not think any of us
can be aceused of shirking his responsi-
bilities and no such charge ean he levied
against the farming community, The pro-
duction of arms and munitions is not the
only thing required to bring the war to a
speedy end.  The people engaged in the
Services and in the production of arms and
munitions must be fed. The farming com-
munity is responsible for supplying much
of that food, but to enable it to earry on it
must have sufficient manpower cfficiently to
carry out work on the farms.

Food must be found not only for the
people but for the fattening and rearing of
stock. Requests have been made by the Gov-
ernment and by the heads of the fighting
forces for people to do all they can to in-
crease the production of vegetables and other
produce so that there will be no danger of
a food shertage in the State, but labour must
be released from the Army to enable the
farmers to undertake that production. On
the smaller farms at present only the farmer
himself is left. His employees and members
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MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [I12.14]: In
supporting the motion L desive to  contine
my remarks to the Jatter part, namely, that
dealing with the suggested appeal board.
Quite recently a radieal change has oceur-
red in the method of the Army Department
in dealing with applications for the release
of farm labourers. Up to the end of har-
vest time any applications I had to make
were addressed to the G.O.C. Western Com-

mand and  were dealt with by that
authority fairly expeditiously. In only
one instance was release not granted.

Since that date a change has come about.
The authorities have released men for har-
vesting work, but they say there is no
anthority to release them for the putiing in
of crops; consequently it has not been pos-
sible to arrive at any decision in the cases
that I have lately sobmitted to them. The
first aspect of the question that arises is as
to the reaction consequent upon appeals
against the decisions arrived at. The Minis-
ter for Lands, a few weeks ago, gave us a
detailed statement of the many shortages
that ave likelv to oceur n the food produc-
tion of the State, and he appealed to the
farming ecommunity to grow & great deal
more foodstuffs, particularly vegetables, than
it had been growing in the past.

If foodstuffs are to be grown, there must
he manpower available to enable the growers
to put in the neecssary crops. When we
applied to the military authorities to have
men released to put in the crops, the appli-
cations were tnrned down. T will quote one
particular ease that came under my notice.
The owner of the property, sitnated at the
west end of my electorate, has two sons. One
is a flicht lieutenant in the R.A.A.F. and the
other is & volunteer in the military forees.
The father, who is a man about 50, thought
he could earry on the farm, as many other
farmers arve doing. One of the sons had
not bheen in camp more than two or three
months when the father was taken ill and
had to be hurried to hospital. An operation
had to be performed and the father has been
told that other operations will follow. The
mother got in tonch with me and asked what
T could do. T said the proper procedure was
for the boy in the Army to apply to the
commanding offieer for his release. The boy
followed that procedore, and in due course
he was eranted leave for one month fo en-
able him to procerd to his father's farm.
That leave expires next Satnrday. T told
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the mother that if the father saw no pros-
pret of being able to continune hiz farming
operutions she should let me know. She saw
me later, and I applied to the military
authorities for an extension of leave. The
application was, however, not granted. The
other morning the mother came to Perth to
interview the military authorities herself, In
this case I find that the boy has only one
vve and i elassed as an A2 man.

On investigation we found that the lad
was employed washing dishes in the cook-
house. That is a job which anybody could
do. Next week eight cows will be coming in,
and if the mother cannot get¢ help she says
the eows will have to be sold. Surely this
voung fellow is of far greater value to the
State on hig farm than he is when washing
dishes in camp! I know of another case of
the same kind, that of a farmer in East
Piugelly, The con also went into the Forees.
The father was stricken down with an ill-
ness and was taken at once to the Narrogin
hospital.  As the vesult of an operation, he
will not he able to do farm work for at least
12 months. Beeause of hountiful rains, the
fallow will soon be eovered with weeds and
the farmer will be unable to put his erop in,
I have received a letter from military head-
quarters this morning stating as follows:—

Your letter of the 4tk May has just reached
this H.Q. The general instruction in regard
to leave for seeding purposes has already been
promulgated and therefore the above soldier,
and alsp those mentioned in your previous let-
ter, should by now have received their leave.
I telephoned to the mother of the boy at
10 o'clock this morning. She informmed me
that no notification had been reecived as to
the release of the boy, That is the trouble
in these cases. Another farmer, who lives
within 1¢ miles of the one to which I have
just referred, has an employee who is en-
gaged in the band at the Northam camp but
cannot be released from his duties. Because
of these instances it is important that the
Leader of the Opposition should have pro-
vided in his motion for the setting up of
some aathority to whom these people can
appeal, and from whom they ecan get some
ready reply to their applications. It may be
asked whether we have done anything
to get the position rectified. T think
we have done a good deal. When the
Honse was last sitting, on the 22nd
April, T reccived a telegram from the mother
of the hoy who is employed in the military
band at Northam stating that his appliea-
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tion for releasc had been refused. Know-
ing that the Minister for Lands has more
influence that I in these matters, I showed
him this telegram and asked him to take
the matter up with the Defence authorities,
atul see if he could obtain a satisfactory
answer from them. The reply of the Minis-
ter to me is as follows:—

Dear Mr., Seward, T degire to advise you that
I arranged for an officer of mine to see the
district manpower officer in conmnection with
J.8,, and he was advised that no action with-
out direction from military headquarters could
e tnken where a  serving soldier wns con-
cerned. My representative  saw  Captain
Gongh at Francis street, who, after diseus-
sion, took him to Licut.-Colonel Walker, offi-
cer in  charge of administration. Lieut.-
Colonel Walker stated that lhe was powerless
to aet but that an interview could be ar-
ranged with Colonel Cleland at present at
Perth College, Mt, Lawley, It was pointed
out, however, that the whole qguestion of crop-
ping leave was one of national moment and
suggested that I take personal and official
action in the whole matter. Lient.-Colonel
Walker further stated that Colenel Cleland
would uot aet without official clarifieation of
the position. Sinee then I have written direet
to General Benmett,

The Minister for Agrienlture: Did vou
reeeive any further rveply?

Mr. SEWARD: No.

The Mmister for Agrieulture: You have
another letter, which [ would like vou to
reid.

Mr. SEWARD: The letter I have just
read shows how far a private member is
likely to get when a Minister of the Crown
ean do no more than is shown in that com-
munication. How could a private member
expect to get anyvwhere seeing that the Min.
ister himself can  only  get  an evasive
answer of this kind when he makes an ap-
plication? As T had made so little headway
with respect to these applications I sent
the following telegram to the Minister for
the Army at Canherra:—

Applieation for release of personnel from
Army to enable farmers to sow e¢rop and in
special cases where women only on farm to
carry on refused loeal military headquarters.
Early rains have promoted weed growth to
such extent that unless land is worked im-
mediately heavy finaneial losa to owners must
ensuc, Ask you take immediate action to re-
lease required men.

T received a reply from the Minister for
the Army {Mr, Forde) dafed the 7th May
as follows:—

Your telegram regarding release of men ve-
quired for farming purposes reeceiving atten-
tion. You will be further advised as soon as
poasible.

[ASSEMBLY.]

No further adviee has yet come to hand.
That is the reason for the urgency of this
matter. Here we are at the Lith May, al-
most halfway through the seeding season.
Unless the erops are put in there will be
notie to harvest. I also wish to draw at-
tention to the financial aspeet. These farm-
ers have theiv commitments to meet, and if
they fail to do that they will get into serious
trouble. When the House was last sitting
I received a telephone message £rom a
farmer east of Pingelly to the effect that he
had received a summons for the non-pay-
ment of his rent.  On investigation I found
that the young fellow concermed had pur-
chased the property three years ago. Under
the terms of purchase he has to make 20
annual payments of £100 each. He was dun
to pay an instalment of £100 out of the pro-
ceeds of his wool. The sheep were shorn
in October, and in duc course the wool was
sent to Fremantle for appraisement. The
wool was, however, not appraised until
March so that he eould get no money from
that source. The £100 was due in February.

He wrote to the owner of the property—
it was a0t a rapaeious hank or an wsue-
anee company in this instance—and explain-
ed that he could not pay his instalment at
the due date, but sail that as soon as he
received the moncy from the wool appraise-
meats the sum of £30 would be paid, and
the balance would he fortheoming in due
course after some of the sheep had been
¢old., The farmer received no reply from
the owner to his communteation, but did
receive a summons for the full amount with
the legal expenses added. How can these
peeple meet their commitments if  such
things as these happen, and if they eannot
put in their ¢rops out of which they vxpec
to pay their way? The position is a desper-
ate one. We are asking that an appual
board shall be established so that enses of
this kind may bhe dealt with expeditionsly.
There is also the question of the military
authorities being asked to mnke arrange-
ments for the harvesting of e¢rops. In the
“Dhily News" of recent date is published a
reference to the Benger potato erops heing
menaced. The article pointed out that un-
less the crop was got in quickly and be-
fore heavy rain fell, probably 3,500 tons
of potatoes would be lost. Tmagine the
country permitting sweh a loss to he ineur-
red and vet hoping to win the war.

Are we altogether devoid of initiative?
Any day in the street we can see hundreds
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of soldiers walking about. 1 do not refer
to those who are oun leave from the Middle
East. I am particularly pleused to see that
they are having leave, and I hope they will
enjoy the spell they so much deserve. We
see soldiers in the streeis almost every day
in the week, home on leave. Would it nof
be a sensible thing to employ 200 or 300
soldiers in digging potatocs at Benger? That
would be useful training for the men, and
provide opportunities for the officers to gain
valuable experienee in the control of men
under serviee vonditions, and so forth. It
would also have the effect of saving the erop.
The Army anthorities, however, say that the
training of the men would be interfered
with. \What kind of training is a man get-
ting when he is engaged in washing dishes
in the cook house! I hope the Premier will
take up this matter with the Prime Minister
and the Army authorities, and establish an
appeal board to which these cases may be
referred.

1t is of no use to give & man the right
of appeal {from a junior military officer to
a senior military officer.  Men in the Army
are drawn trom all walks of life. Tt does
not follow that the Army man who has
proved himself a suceessful leader has any
knowledge of farming operations, or is able
to judge of what is required for the conduet
of those operations. He may be a legal
man or a professional man of some other
kind. When an applieation tomes hefore
him he considers only the effeet that the
application may have upon the training of
the men in his unit. He is not able to take
that broad view which is entailed in the pro-
duction of foodstuffs, T strongly support
the motion and hope that some aetion will
he taken in the immediate future.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [12.28]: The
importance of this motion is my exeuse for
faking vp the time of members this mom-
ing. There ave a few aspects of this matter
which members who de not belong to eonntry
aveas may not fullv understand. A few days
agzo we were told that the House was going
to diseuss two questions only. T wish to
nay a tribute to the Government and the
Premicr for the manner in which the infor-
mation in their possession was placed hefore
members.  Tn my judgment dreadfnl things
are going to hoppen to Western Australia if
the FPederal Government takes action which
Teads to the closing down of onr mines, and
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if it carries out its other intention which, in
my view, will mean the end of the Parlia-
ment of this State.  The problem is an
urgent one, Various instances of the extra-
ordinary manner in which the military
aathorities deal with individual applieations
have come under my notice, and they cer-
tainly warrant the House in passing the
notien. A man nearly 70 years of age
ecame to the metropolitan avea where his
son was in camp. The father was not in a
position to emrry on the farm and, time
being the essence of the contract, ke endea-
voured to get one month’s exemption for his
sot. The extraordinary things that were
done and said to this man were worthy of
inclusion in a Gilbert and Sullivan opera.

The father brought his son to Parliament
House, a lad of 20, in uniform. I got into
touch with Swan Barracks. The Command-
ant was not in, buat the next senior officer,
after hearing what I had to say on behalf
of the young fellow, replied, “If you will
ring Bazaar-terrace and ask for Major
So-and-so, he is the officer who ean deal with
the matter.,” I got inte touch with that
officer and was told that he had nothing to
do with it; the matter had becn taken out
of his hands, and I should applyx to the officer
commanding the young man’s unit at Mel-
ville. The major said the unit officer could
erant exemption. Buat what did the unit
officer tell me? He said he had no power
to grant the exemption, but if the young
man submifted an application he would re-
ecommend it and forward it fo the manpower
officer.  This sort of thing continued for
two or three days. I have not seen either
the voung man or his father since, but T
know that the father was greatly distressed.
He had recently suffered sad hereavement
through his daughter heing killed in an acei-
dent, and nn doubt he was broken-hearted
at the treatment meted out to him by the
military authorities and returned home.

I say definitely there are very few mem-
bers, not excluding those representing agri-
cultural distriets, who are aware of what is
happening on the farms. In the Ravens-
thorpe distviet manv of the farms are being
contralled by women. Can anybody main-
tain that it is fair to ask a woman to drive
a tractor, plough or other marhine to sow
erops? T hope the House will appreciate
the urgency of the molion. Given that it
is possible to make vepresentations in the
richt quarter and secure exemption for
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many of these meun, that should be done. If
the farmers are not going to be permitted
to carry on their operations, it will be a
inatter of only g brief time before most of
the farms returu to a state of Nature. I
appeal to every member to support the
motion.

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[12.35]): I appreciate the necessity for man-
power for the defence services and, with
other members, T would not do anything
to prevent the military authorities from zet-
ting «ll the men they need. They should
have the first call, because every ahle-hodied
mun in Australia is of tremendous import-
anee. At the same time, I feel that there
is not suffictent co-ordination hetween the
military authorities and the primary indus-
tries. 1 agree with the suggestion of the
member for Beverley (Mr. Mann) that the
appointment of loeal committees would assist
in overcoming this diffieulty. The manpower
ofticer in my district comes from Bunbury
and is a very fair man, but he has a large
district ond it is exeeedingly diffieult for a
manpower officer to fdo Jjustice in all cases.

Mr. Mann: He has a big distriet fo cover.

My, McLARTY : Yes. The suggestion for
the appointment of local committees is one
that should be adopted. The Leader of the
Opposition has explained that a favmer is
nllowed only one employee. If he has 100
acres, the auathorities grant him one man,
and if he has 10,000 aeres he is still allowed
only one man, Surely that is neither logieal
nor practieable! This is a matter that the
Minister for Agriculture should take up with
the military authorities.

My district is a mixed farming arvea where
dairving, potato-growing, fat lamb-raising
and, in fact, most of the primary industries
ave carricd on. Only recenily representa-
{ives of the military authorities have been
rieght through the distriet trying to arrange
military contracts. They have pointed out
to the farmers, in urzing them to make these
contraets, that they will take all the potatoes
and other vegetables they can grow, and give
a guaranteed price for them. Many of the
farmers, from patriotic motives, are entering
into these contracts, but the extraordinary
faet is that the farmers are not guaranteed
any labour at all. That seems to be a re-
markable state of affairs. In these areas are
many enemy aliens who are demanding up to
£2 per day before they will work for
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farmers, They will work and co-operate
amongst themselves and undertake these eon-
traets, but they will not work for Britishers.
This sort of thing is causing keen resentment
in my electorate, and is not to be wondered
at.

Owing to the shortage of labour, the
dairying industry is in a precarious posi-
tion. One man told me he would have to
turn out 100 cows becanse he could not get
the requisite lahour. He is well known te
the member for Bunbury, Another farmer
was seriously ill, his wife was also in bad
health, and they could not obtain anry labour.
1 know of a reitirned soldier who was
badly wounded in the 1914-18 war, and whose
three sons are in camp. He has a large
holding and cannot obtain any help. These
are only a few instances where help should
he given. These industries must have labour
if they ave to continue operations. T do
not know how the dairving industry could
be carried on were it not for the faet that
the farmers’ wives are turning out and help-
ing with the milking.

Unless something is done to provide labour
in these farming districts, the result must
he a greatly decrcased output. In the mat-
ter of growing amd snupplying vegetables,
many Britishers will not enter into eontracts,
hecause they fear they would not be able to
carry out the terms of the contraet owing
to the aeute shortage of labour. Just about
cverything that can be said has heen said
on this matter, and I do not propose to con-
tinue further cxeept to join issme again with
the member for Beverley (Mr. Mann) as re-
gards early sheaving. I would not like tor
see the farmers in my district start shear-
ing in August, or at any rate early in August,
because they would be running a serious
visk. I support the motion.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [12.41]: Whilst
supporting the motion generally, I consider
its scope to be somewhat narrow. Probably
that is due to the single-track minds of mem-
hers of the Country Party.

Hon. C. G. Latham: What a rotten thing
to say!

Several members interjected.

Mr. CROSS: Country Party members
seem to think there is only one indnstry in
this State, Therefore I shall propose an
amendment which in my opinion will cover
an oversight, besides causing Country Party
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members to realise that they have disre-
garded another section of primary pro-
ducers. I move an amendment—

That in line 5, after the word ¢‘farming,’’

the words ‘‘market gardening and potato
growing’’ be inserted.
I consider myself entitled to say something
about market gardening. In my own elec-
torate there are over 1,000 acres in vege-
table production, and the market gardeners
there are in acute trouble as regards labour.
I may mention that what is probably the
largest market garden in the State is situ-
ated in my electorate. This year those mar-
ket gardeners have entered into contracts
with the military, and they have permanently
employed from 70 to 100 men. Now they
have undertaken to double the area under
ecrop. One firm alone wonld have 700 acres
for cropping. Moreover, that firm is ex-
tending its activities into the country areas.
It now has about 50 men working at Ben-
ger, and not too mauny of them ave
foreigners. There the firm has a magnificent
potato crop, but iz experiencing great diffi-
culty in taking it off. At Benger, too, the
firm proposes to plant another 100 aeres
of potatoes forthwith. In the metropolitan
arer it has considerable acreage veady to he
planted out with cabbages, potatoes, and
other vegctable foods that are urgently re-
quired. I hope members opposite will agree
lo extend the motion so as to include the
producers 1 have mentioned.

The Leader of the Opposition said that
prices for vegetahles are now higher than
they over were before, That is positively
true, but we cannot he sure that the growers
reecive the full benefit of these higher prices.
Inquiries should be made as to the source
from which the quotations have been ob-
lained. I have taken personal notiee of the
markets, and I am quite certain that eon-
sumers of vegetables ave being charged un-
necessarily high priees and that the margins
of inerease are not going to the growers.

As regards  manpower for  market
gardeners, T mav mention that at Bannis-
ter Lagoon there is a market garden with
two men, and on some of the land two eropy
a year are grown, and perhaps three. One
of the men has two sons. Of these sons one
enlisied voluntarily and the other is ex-
pecting a call-up. During the last two months
the two men and the second son have pre-
pared an additional ten ncres of land for
irrigation not from the river but from sub-
terrancan waters. A pgreat hardship will
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be inflicted in that instanee if the second
son 15 called up. It will be impossible to
carry on the garden, although all the women
in the family are assisting in the effort to
provide food for the State. With further
reference fo manpower for market gardeners,
I am aware that some men of Italian descent
have been interned. Of those men several
are known to me {o be decent fellows, for
whomw, if they were released, the employers
would be willing to aceept responsibility.
Some of these interned Italians are experts
in market gardening and have resided in the
State for a long time. I consider that in-
ternees who arve known to be decent citizens
and to have attempted to establish homes
here should be released to cmployers who
will accept responsibility for them. I eom-
nmend my amendment to the House.

HON. C. G. LATHAM {York—on amend-
ment) [12.48] : T shail not oppose the amend-
ment, hut the word “farming” covers all
that the amendment seeks to include,  If
market gardening and potate growing are
to be included, why not include horticulture?

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willeock—
Geraldton—on  amendment) [1249]: T do
not think the motion shounld specifically men-
tion one or two or perhaps three aspects of
farming. If we omitted, for example, flax
arowing or apple growing or tobacco grow-
ing, it might be argued thal as those aetivi-
ties are not included in the motion they are
not entitled to henefit by it. We would he
well advised to adheve to the all-embracing
term “farming.” I do not know of anyone
doing anything on the land who cannot he
saifd to he engaged in farming operations.
Tt is said that in England a million farmers
are engaged in producing hundreds of dif-
ferent commodities.

My, North: “Farming” includes dairying.

The PREMIER: Yes. The Minister for
Agrienlture is proposing to move an amend-
ment later, and this might prove more satis-
factory than the present one. Tt can safely
he taken that the term “farming” embraces
all aeriealtural aetivities,

Amendment put and negatived.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [12.51]: I
shall not take up a great deal of the time
of the House, although T have a number of
subjects to discuss. I am pleased that the
Leader of the Country Party brought for-



ward this motion, and am grateful to the
Premier and the CGovernment for giving
members an opportunity to discuss it.
Parliament reassembled specifically to deal
with two motions, one in regard to uniform
taxation and the other in regard to the gold-
mining industry. I did not speak to the
first, because what I might have said would
have been repetition ; nor did I speak to
the second, because I left it to the goldfields’
members, who know much more about the
subject, and because I knew the vote on
it would be unanimous. But I believe that
this present motion is of far greater im.
portance than was sny motion brought
before the House in past years. It deals
with the feeding of our civilian population
and our troops. One recalls the old adage
that a soldier cannot fight on an empty
stomach.

The trouble is that cur primary industries
are today depleted of their workers; in
fact, that has been the rase sinee the out-
break of hostilities. T rould quote many
instances of what has happened to tho
dairying industry, but shall mention only
one. Members are aware that today there
is a shortage of butter fut and cheese. I
will quote the case of a family at Bridge-
town consisting of three brothers, all of
whom are married. The cldest brother
enlisted and left the management of the
properties to his two brothers. Then the
second brother enlisted. He had 60 milk-
ing cows, and left the management of the
properties to the remaining brother, who
had 90 milking cows. This brother was
not strong enough to perform military duties,
although he had submitted himself to
examination. He wns leit to carry on the
three farms, but found the work impossible.
The result is that 190 cows went out of
production. I told the manpower officer
in Bridgetown that he had no right to allow
those men to enlist, as they were required
for the carrying on of an essential service.
The 190 cows that I mentioned will now
rear their own calves. Heifers, when grown,
will be too wild to milk, so they will have
to be sent to the slaughterhouse. That is
what we should prevent, if it is at all pos-
gible. The production of the dairying
industry, owing to enlistments, has been
halved.

To give another illustration of the way
in which manpowering has affected primary
industries, I shall deal for a few moments
with the flax industry at Boyup Brook.
I was there only last week and was told by
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the manager that the industry is in need of
workers ; black, white, and brindle workers
including foreigners, a few Britishers, and
some girls are working there. The manager
told me that he needed from 50 to 75 addi-
tional workers, and that the industry was
languishing for want of them. That applies
to Boyup Brook. I suppose it applies also
to Donnybrook, where a big flax mill is
being erected, although the production
there is perhaps less than the production et
Boyup Brook. It would apply also to the
Yarloop district. I understand that the
industry there is not so active, although
that was the district where the industry
was originally started. It has not made
the strides there which it has meade in other
districts more suited to flax growing. I
am eafraid the industry will collapse for
want of workers,

In regard to the tobacco industry, two
growers employing labour came to me only
a fortnight ago to see what could he done
in this matter. They are foreigners who
have resided in Australia for a number of
years, although they did not hecome
naturalised. Their graders were called up
by the military and examined. I inter-
viewed the maenpower officer on Lehalf of
these employers and obtained exemption
for the men until August. It would be
a disaster if these graders were called up.
I also spoke to the manpower officer on
behali of growers in the Manjimup distriet
on the subject of enlistment of graders. I
received an assurance from the military
authorities that the Department of Agri-
culture had also interviewed them and
pointed out how necessary it was not to call
up the graders until the end of August,
when the season would be over.

Despite the moralising of the member for
Beverley (Mr. Mann), who would deprive
the people and the troops of beer—and pos-
sibly also of tobacco ; I presume he would
also object to their attending picture shows
and dances and taking walks in the roon-
light if the weather permitted—I say we
must keep these industries going. What
applies to tobacco applies also to hop grow.
ing. We produce in my district all the hops
that are used in the manufacture of beer in
Western Australia. Men in those industries
should not be manpowered. As the Minis.
ter for Agriculture is aware, two years ago
we offered to put in 1,000 acres of flax at
Bridgetown. However, that opportunity
was missed because no seed was available,
Flax is essential to the Empire for the
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making of fabric for aeroplane wings, and
nothing must be done that will interfere with
its production. I presume the industry at
Donnybrook also requires 50 or 75 men.

In his motion the Leader of the Country
Party suggests the establishment of an
appeal court consisting of two persons.
one of whom it is proposed shall be a member
of the farming comrunity. Who is to select
that member ? s he to be the organiser
for the Country Party who has lately been
so active in my district, & man named
Bullock ? Possibly he would be selected
if the motion were passed in its present
form.
Mr. Hughes : You should not have said
that.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am sorry. I did
not mean that in a derogatory sense.

Nitting suspended from 1 p.m. to 2.13 pm.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : Before dinner 1 was
referring to the latter portion of the motion
moved by the Leader of the Opposition,
and suggested that perhaps there could
be an alteration with regard to the farmers’
representative. I regret that, as pointed
out by the member for East Perth (Mr.
Hughes), I mentioned a name that I should
not have mentioned. I did not do it in-
tentionally. All members of Parliament
are anxious to assist the war effort in every
way possible, and I suggest that they should
represent their respective districts on the
appeal board. Members of Parliament know
their own districts and are aware of the
places where manpower is required and, if
the course I suggest were adopted, members
would be able to meet the request of the
Premier to assist in the prosecution of the
war. This is one way in which I think we
could give gencral satisfaction.

Some members have referred to the politi-
cal aspect of representation on the appeal
board, hut that does not matter one iota
to me. OQur objective is to win the war
and that cannot he done unless we feed the
men who are fighting for us, 1 would he
prepared to accept any position of that kind.
To my mind many men are evading their
obligations. On the other hand I know
scores of men in the ALF. who have no
vight to be there. They have enlisted he-
cause of their loyalty and their desire to
serve their country when it is most in necd
of their zervices. They say " Why should
we not go to fight and protect our intevests,
to defend the country that has reared us and

IH3

our fathers * Tt is worth while to fight to
retain our rights.” Scores of men heve
adopted that attitude, while other men who
should be serving their country are shelter.
ing behind manpower restrictions. Again,
there are men who have been manpowered,
and are scoffed at by foolish people who
would insist on their being sent away.

I suggest to whoever is entrusted with the
making of the appointments to this board,
if the motion is carried, that the services of
members of Parliament might well be util-
ised. With regard to the proposal to have
farmers’ representatives on the appeal
board, I would ask who is going to select
those representatives. The farmers have
& big organisation, the Primary Producers’
Association, but most of the representatives
in this House of the agricultural constitu-
encies in the South-West portion of the
Btate are members of the National Party,
except with regard to Collie, Bunbury,
and Forrest in which there are extensive
agricultural interests and the Parlinmentary
representatives of which are members of the
Labour Party and also do not belong to any
farmers’ organisation. How are farmers’
representatives to be appointed for those
areas * It would be much better if mem-
bers of Parliament were appointed to repre-
sent their own districts in regard to this
matter.

Reference has becn made by the Leader
of the Opposition. the member for Beverley
{(Mr. Mann) and other speakers to the diffi-
culty experienced in regard to shearing.
That applies throughout the State. There
is no possibility of getting men rcleased
from the Army to cany out shearing or to
engage in any other agricultural or pastoral
avocation. The men in authority do not
seem to realise that the welfare of the State
is dependent on the release of manpower
for these purposes. Then there s the
question of who is going to pay the wages.
I consider that men on active service should
be receiving the basic wage and men who
are not serving their country should be on
military pay. I have mentioned how I
arranged for tobacco graders to be released,
but it is not pessible to seciwe the release
of workers in the dairying industry. Dairy
farmers sent their cattle 70 or 80 miles away
to the coast when the dairying scason was
not in operation. The farmers do not know
the run to the coast, and many of them
are too old to go there and muster the
cattle and bring them back to the farms.
In many instances they are cmurying on
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mercly with the assistance of their wives
and daughters. There does not seem to
be any discretion exercised as to who are
teken by the Army.

Mr. Cross: The military Pooh-Bah <le-
cides that question.

Me. J. H. SMITH: To win the war we
must make sacrifices. I do not know who
does it, but not much discretion is exercised
in the matter. In my district three boys
out of onc family and all the skilled shearers
have either enlisted in the A.LF. or been
called up for the Militin. How are we going
to get these men released ? I do not know
what influence we can bring to bear or how
we are going to get our shearing done.
Shearing cannot be done in June and July.
Until the member for Beverley mentioned
it, I had not heerd of any farmer being s
foolish as to attempi to shear sheep in this
climate in those months.

There is one matter that strikes me
lforcibly and I hope members of this House
aed  the Minister for Agriculture will
not lose sight of it. There has been an
appral to people to grow their own vege-
tables. That is being done in my district
and on a large scale in the metropolitan
aren. Vegetables are seasonable.  Although
there has been a great influx of population
and & consequent shortage of vegetables,
in the springtime there will be an aceumula.
tion, with serious results, The Speaker
has told wme about lettuces being offered
at 24. a crate. Crowers cannot produce
at that price. I am afraid the same thing
will oeeur with regurd to the growing of
vegetables as has occurred with regard to
the growing of wheat. People were urged
to grow more wheat and the more they
grew the poorer they became. Similarly,
the more vegetables people grow the poorer
will they become because there will be no
sale,

Hundreds of tons of vegetables will go to
waste wunless wo make proper provision.
We cannot grow too many petatoees, or too
maity tomatoes, peas, or beans, or such
vegetables. But we have to see that an
organisation s established for the canning
of these vegetables, and that provision is
made for the lean periods of the year,
extending over seven or eight months.
The man who grows the vegetables must be
paid & fair market price for them. How
can that be done ? 1t can only be done by
fixing a fair price in between the flush and
the shortage. If that ean be done, then I
will agree with the slogan. ** Grow More
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Vegetables.” Today people everywhere are
growing vegetables, and I can guarantee
that when they are picking peas or beans
they will be selling in the shops at 1d. and
2d. a pound, and cabbages at 4d. a pound.
In a few month's time vegetables will be
over-produced. We will then go into can-
ning operations.

Hon. C. G. Latham: There is a big
canning factory haif-finished now.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: A big factory will
operate, but what is it going to do ? Is ib
going to buy vegetables at §d. per pound,
with the result that the producer will get
nothing ¢ Or will the Minister issue a
proglamation to say that the price will be
so much ? TUnless we have fixation of

price, the primary producer can never
succeed.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.

member is getting away from the motion.
There is nothing about prices in the motion ;
only the forming of a board for certain
purposes.

Me. J. H. SMITH.: Yes., In regard to
praduction, there is a slogan, ‘' Grow More
Vegetables,” the same as there was one,
* Grow More Wheat.”

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! There is
nothing in the motion ahout growing more
wheat or growing more vegetables,

Mr. J. H SMITH: T will refrain from
saying more on that point. In any case,
T have said all I desire to say. There is
today a cdanger that unless labour is made
available, thousands of tons of potatoes
from our crops in the South-West will be
lost. Our tomato crops will also be affected.
Tt only necds a few more days of weather
like we had a day or two ago and not a
potato will be dug at Benger Swamp, because
of the labour shortage. The Federal Gov-
ernment is providing a labour corps.  There
is one on the transcontinental railway, I
presume it comprises the Italians from
Harvey. We have no chance of getting
them back. We will have to provide a
labour corps to go to these wet areas and
dig the potato «rop, otherwise we will lose
7,000 or 8,000 tons of potatocs, The same
position applies, but in a lesser degree, to
the people in the Albany area. T remember
that, some three ycars ago. the growers in
that area lost about 75 per cent. of the
potato crop on account of unseasonable
rain. I want to know if anything along
these lines has been done.
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This is a most important motion. Prim-
ary production is the feeding of the people.
Today we have a shortage of foodstufis
throughout Western Australia. The influx
of population here affects the position, and
we cannot import these commodities from
the Eastern States. There is a danger of
the population going short. We have not
sufficient fat lambs or beef. Pork, the
produce of bacon factories. and all other
primary produce that can be mentioned will
be inadequate, unless we preserve our man-
power from the military authorities. The
motion has my whole-hearted support except
for the latter portion. I do not wish to
move an amendment. We want to get the
sitting over as early as possible, and are
grateful to the Government for giving us
an opportunity to express our views on this
important question. T think, however, it
would be advisable for the Leader of the
Country Party to alter the wording so as
to provide for the member of the appeal
board te be the member for the district,
and not to be drawn from the farming
community—if we have the appeal board.

Mr. Thorn: Could we have an inter-
change of members ?

Mr. J, H. SMITH: The member for
Toodyay would probably not know the
difference between what is produced
in his ¢lectorate and what is produced in
mine,

Mr. Thorn: T think I would.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : A great many wheat-
growers would know nothing about the
production of tobacco.

Mr. Marshall : Or hops!

Mr. J. H. SMITH : T think they would
know about hops.

Mr. SPEAKER :
much conversation.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : This, however, is a
matter which could be adjusted afterwards.
I do not know how the member of the
board will be elected, but T hope he will not
be drawn from o political organisation which
scerns to be the order of the day in Federal
polities. T trust the Leader of the Op-
position will thinle this matter over, and
see if we can accede to the Premier’s request
to assist in the war effort. That is one
way in which we could assist.

QOrder! There is too

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. F. J. 5. Wise—Gascoyne) {2.32): T am
very interested in this debate. Thisis one of
the urgent matters requiring consideration
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not merely by the ilitary authorities,
but by a properly constituted committee
or board representing both military and
civil authorities. For many montha I have
been pgreatly concerned at the intensely
developing position of manpower shortage.
Although it was realised before Japan
entered the war just how serious it might
become, since the entry of Japan the matter
has been greatly accentnated. There is,
today, in every sphere of rural and pastoral
activity & serious position developing be-
cause of the lack of manpower. Until
Australia was directly threatened by the
intervention of Japan, it was a much
simpler matter to arrange for the release
of personnel than it is today. Until that
time we were ahle to overcome the shortage
of manpower in many directions.

It was possible to arrange for the release
of individuals ; it was possible to arrange
for the easing up of any eall-up, but since
the intervention of Japan and the obvious
necessity for the military authorities to take
& very strict view of affairs. the matter has
beecome  increasingly  difticuls. Many
avenuer of labour have bcen exploited, and
many demands for labour in rural industries
have been filled by women. As a matter
of fact. the organisation of a women’'s land
army has naterinlly assisted in many
classes of rural production where lighter
work, and work suitable for women, could be
carricd out. I refer particularly to apple
picking, hop picking, and tobacco picking
and grading.

Hon. C. G. Latham : We have had them
erployed in those industries.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
In some of those industries they were not
employed in an orpganised way, particularly
in the case of tobacco. The organisation
responsible for bringing women into those
incnstries has done an excellent work in
facilitating the release of manpower. 8till,
the fact remains that there are many types
of rural work generally that are unsuiteble
for women, and it is noticeabls that in all
rural  pursuits  the  first  effect  of
shortage of manpower woukd be in scasonal
crops or lines of production that are of short
duration. Hence we have felt immediately
the effect in the vegetable-growing industry.
But with the more rontinuous operations
of wheat-growing and mixed farming
generally, it is only now that the scasonal
practice of seeding aml the  attendant
responsibilitics of farm work have brought
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about an intense diffieulty in the manpower
position on the farm,

As members on both sides of the House
know, T have frequently, at their special
request, attended to matters that probably
have had nothing whatever to do with me.
When the Deputy-Director of Manpower
wae appeinted in this State, he had vested
in him certain authority, but that authority
applied only prior to enlistment or prior
to & man's entering camp. Although he
was willing at all times to exert any author-
ity he possessed, many difficult positions
have arisen. Approaches have been made
to Brigadier-General Martin and others
associated with this problem. Earlier in
this gitting I received a very important
suggestion from the Leader of the National
Party that I belicve cowld bo put into
offect. The suggestion was that you, Mr.
Spraker, should approve of the Sergeant-
at-Arms, Brigadier-General Martin, address-
ing the House on this subject, and he could
perhups acquaint us of many of the diffi-
culties he has met with and many of the
difticultics lie has helped to overcome.

There are generally three tyvpes of agri-
cultural operations that have been affected
by the wmanpower position. Thaose three
types are seasonal operations by individual
farmers  seeling and sowing ;  the spovial
necd over some of the Rush months, as
happens in the dairving industry in parts
of the State, and in vegetable-growing, and
also the immediate and urgent demand for
potato-digging and operations of that kind.
There are many serious aspects of the
matter and one particularly is in connec-
tion with the potato-growing industry.
Within that industry for many years there
have been engaged naturalised persons and
also aliens, friendly and unfriendly. The
position has recently arisen that these men
who are at large, and some of whom are
unnaturalised, have been able to demanml
three times normal contract rates before
they would work in a particular line of
harvesting or planting crops. We have
instances of Italians having demanded three
times normal contract rates for potato-
digging. They have dug their own crops
and would not dig their neighbours’ crops
unless paid at cxcessive rates,

Mr. McLarty :  And meanwhile neigh-
bours’ sons were going (o the war,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
Yes. The place for those men is in a uni-
form of some sort as part of a land army
peid at soldiers’ rates.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. C. G. Latham: I am glad to hear
you say that because your colleague, the
Minister for Labour, stated that he was
interested not in the maximum asmount
demanded but in the minimum amount
paid.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
I think it only reasonable that those who
are making o sacrifice by the voluntary
offering of their lives should have their
interests and those of their parents pro-
tected, and that those men remaining should
not be exploited by people who are un-
acceptable to us in khaki,

Mr, Thorn: We have not the stomach
to do things like that.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
I think we have. In connection with
potato-digging we have met with difficulties
at Donnybrook, Waterloo, Harvey, and
Benger. The threat of flooding at this time
of the year is always with us, but it is very
rare that as late as this the Benger swamps
arr threatened with loss and only a matter of
wreks remains to get the crop out of the
ground. Certain individuals were for a
time at the quarantine station at Fre.
mantle and came within the scope of the
alien immigration restrictions, and we have
been able to assemble those people-—
Chincse--—-and have them placed under the
control of the military authoritics, They
have taken out a very large tonnage of
potatoes in more than one district.

Mr. Thorn: The Chinese are a friendly
nation.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
Yes, but still they come within the scope of
the immigration restriction laws. We are
andeavouring to use those people. They are
interested in the work and are doing a
good job. They are a bit slower than are
some of the contract diggers, but they are
careful-—-there are not very many prong
marks—and the finished product is very
good. I think there were originally 350.
Chinese so affected. Recently 70 Koe-
pangers have arrived from our pearling
centres, As soon as we heard of their
arrival we made all possible representations
to have those men also cnlisted in the
services of the rural industries. Those men
are accustomed to very hard conditions ;
they are not big in stature but are strong
and able, and I think would be quite willing
to assist us in this difficult position of
MANPOWET.

T believe, with the Leader of the Oppos-
ition and many other speakers, that in
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eivil as well ag in military spheres there are
still quite a lot of passengers. 1 think there
are quite a few who are physically able to
undertake much work in connection with
our pastoral and farming pursuits, but who
are evading their responsibilities. T under-
stand that the R.S.L. representatives in
different country districts are taking a
view opposite to that expressed by many
members of the Opposition and are wonder-
ing why there are so many men still at large
—80 many young men still available for
military work and not called up.

The whole matter is bristling with diffi-
cultics. The main difficulty, T think, is
that the ones to whom the individual and
collective problems are presented have
not an understanding of the position. As
gtressed by the member for Wagin (Mr.
Stubbs) this morning, the procedure for the
releasc of men is quite wrong. The officer
of & unit should not be the man to decide
whether a member of his unit should be
released. In fact, he is the very last man
to sum up and decide that point. If an
amendment is moved to bring about a board
of reference, rather than a board of appeal,
the board should have the power to make
decisions and should have vepresented on
it not merely the military and farming
interests, but also a Government official
from the department charged with the very
big responsibility of furthering production
in these days. I consider that the Leader
of the Opposition, in the substance of his
motion, was guilty of an oversight in that
he did not include the pastoral industry.
1 consider the inclusion of the pastoral
industry to be essential. The hon. gentle-
man in the course of his speech mentioned
thaet industry, which showed that he had
given the matter some thought ; but
obviouely, in dealing with a motion of this
nature, we do not wish to overlook so
important an industry.

Mr. Sampsen: Does not ' pastoral ™’
come under the heading of ‘ farming ™ ?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
Distinetly not! 1 desire to advise the
House that wvery recently I approached
Lieut.-General Gordon Bennett with a
proposal that he appoint two officers and
that I appoint two to meet for the purpose
of discussing matters which could, through
him, become matters of policy in determin-
ing release of manpower. I said to the
General that there appeared to me to be
three possible ways of overcoming the
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existing difficulty. The frst ono was by
having an army labour corps selected from
men now within the Army and added to by
instalments, from time to time, of men
trained in and suited to farming work.
My second suggestion was that there should
be a civil labour corps of men exempted
from military activities, no matter whether
those men were such as those I have just
mentioned working under military control
or men cxempted from military activities
and withdrawn from military ranks. My
third elternative was that each individual
case be examined and exemption granted if
warranted.

Those three supgestions, T think, cover
the genceral necds of the gitnation. Lieut.-
Genera! CGordon Bemnett did agree, and
allowed two of his colonels to confer with
Mr. Stitfold, the Deputy Controller of
Manpower, and Mr. Baron Hay, the Under
Secretary for Agriculture; hut with the
exception of an ngreoment being reached
on the point of the three-weeks exemp-
tion, which has been published, very little
progress was made. I repeat that the
crux of this situation rests in the fact that
the military anthorities dealing with the
situation do not quite wunderstand the
nature of the problem. T consider that the
closest association is necessary botween
military needs and civil necds :  otherwise
it will be highly difficult for military author-
itics to get along with that particular job.
None of us will deny what has been often
stated, that the man who is producing for
the Army, enabling men to be fed in the
field or wherever they may be taken, is &
highly important unit of this nation at this
moment, just as important as many of the
units in military lifs,

Since that time T have discussed the
matter with the military manpower author-
ity who visited this State from Melbourne.
The discussion took place yesterday, and
I suggested to him that I should appoint &
capable officer, an officer versed in all
rural matters, who would act in conjunction
with the military and our present Deputy
Controller of Manpower. The military man-
power authority has taken that suggestion
with him, and I think it may be agreed to ;
but I consider that it would be well if the
Leader of the Opposition would agree to
amend the motion by adding after the
word ‘“ farming.” in line 5, the words
“and pastoral pursuits.” Subsequently, I
wish to move a further amendment, though
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I understand that T may not be permitted
to do so. If I cannot, I would like some
member t0 move an amendment that in
line 10, after tho word © of,” these words
be inserted in lien of the remaining words
of the motion—'‘essential farming and past-
oral operations and recommend the forma.-
tion of & board of reference to consist of
three members, one representing the military
authorities, one the farming and pastoral
industries, and one to be an officer of the
Department of Agriculture, such board to
have power to deal with applications for
manpower release and make decisions there-
on.” If eny member would move the
recond part of my amendment, I would
resume my seab; but I am conscious that
someone clse may want to move amend-
ments.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The last part
obviously wants amending ; it is unfinished.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
I submit that the last part of the amendment
will overcome very many difficulties. I am
seeking to set up some authority with
power to make decigions. The roundabout
way of sending letters such as those quotecd
by the member for Beverley (Mr. Mann}
and the one that was not rcad by the
member for Pingelly (Mr. Seward) is quite
useless. One of those letters contained
unnecessary comment, and obviously com-
ment made by some person who does not
understand the situation today. The letter
quoted by the member for Beverley is not
sensible. It is written by someone who
has not the authority to assess the present
position. Therefore it iz highly necessary
to include a trio of men in & bhoard of refer-
enee which would have capacity as well
as authority. The officer of the Dopart-
ment of Agriculture should have a very
important place on such a board of refer-
ence. It is part of the work of the depart-
ment to cncourage production and to size
up the relative importance of branches of
cndeavour ; and I think we can pick an
officer who will holdl & very important place
on such a Doard. I think I will take the
risk of the sccand part of the amendment
being moved. I now move an amendment-—

That in line 5, after the word “‘farming,”’

the words "‘and pastoral pursuits’t be in-
serted,

MR, BOYLE (Avon—on amendment)
[2.55]: 1 gave you notice, Mr. Speaker,
during dinner of an amendment that I
desired to move :  but, unfortunately, the
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Minister for Agriculture came in one line
shead of me. We agree practically on all
points.

Mr. SPEAKER : If the Minister's amend-
ment is agreed to, the place where the
hon. member proposed to put his amend.
ment will have disappeared.

Mr. BOYLE : That is sa.
mit me to proceed ?

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member can
speak only to the amendment before the
Chair.

Mr. BOYLE: May I give notice of a
further amendment ?

Mr. SPEAKER : Yes.

Mr. BOYLE: As I say, I practically
agree with the Minister’s amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member must address himself to the amend-
ment before the Chair, which is that certain
words be inserted.

Mr. BOYLE: I am suggesting that in-
stead of an officer of the Department of
Agriculture being appointed to the proposed
board, a stipendiary magistrate shall be
appointed chairman.

Amendment put and passed.

Will you per-

THE MINISTER FOR MINES {(Hon. A.
H. Panton—Leederville) (2.58]) : If I move
an amendment now, I presume the member
for Avon (Mr. Boyle) can move to amend
my amendment.

Me. SPEAKER: There is nothing to
prevent him from doing that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES :
an amendment—

That all the words after ‘‘of’’ in line 10 be
struck out, and the wouds, ¢‘cssential farming
and pastoral operations and recommend the for-
mation of a hoard of reference to congist of
three members, one representing the military
authoritics, one the farming and pastoral in-
dustries, and one tn he an officer of the De-
partment of Agriculture, such board to have
power to deal with applications for manpower
relense and make (decistons thereon'’ inzerted
in lieu.

I move

MR. BOYLE (Avon—on
[2.59]: I move—
That the amendment he amentded by strik-

ing out the words ‘‘and one te be an officer
of the Department of Agriculture,”’

amendment)

If this be agreed to I shall move to insert
in lieu the words ** who will be appointed
by the Minister for Agriculture and a
stipendiary magistrate acting within his
ragisterial district as chairman.” Quite
fortuitously, I find myself in accord with
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the Minister for Agriculture. Evidently we
have both been thinking along the same lines
in thizs particalar instance,

The Minister for Agrienlture : Strange!

Mr, BOYLE : Being in agreement with
two-thirds of his amendment, we are a
step forward towards a total agreement.
I object to the appointment of an officer of
the Department of Agriculture, who pre-
sumably wounld be chairman, for the reason
that, rightly or wrongly, there is an anti-
pathy amongst the farming cornmunity to
officials of that department being placed in
such a position. I can foresee that.

The Minister for Agriculture: I do not
agree.

Mr. BOYLE : I make the assertion in view
of knowledge I have. I do not say that it
is correct in all cases, but the appointment
of an official of the Department of Agri-
culture to a judicial position would place
him in a most invidious position. We have
stipendiary magistrates who are men of
probity, with a knowledge of law and who
can weigh evidence. I can say without
hesitation that they have the confidence of
the whole community. If a stipendiary
magistrate were appointed as chairman,
the Military Department would of necessity
have an appointee.  'We know that normally
the point of view of the military authorities
is hard and fast, Without casting any
aspersions on the proposed representative
of the farming and pastoral industries, we
can say that he would be actuated by a
desire to loock after the interests of the
parent-farmer or the farmer's son. We
must then have, as chairman, a man wholly
unbiased, and I submit that & stipendiary
magistrate should be placed in that position.

Another phase is this: No doubt hundreds
of appeals will be lodged against the call-up
and these will have to be heard within a
very limited time. I can see no objection
to the appointment of a stipendiary magis-
trate. For instance, talke the central dis-
trict, Northam! The magistrate there
could reach any part of the distriet within
a few hours. Other districts are not so
fortunately situated. For instance, there
may be difficulty in such a centre as Gerald-
ton. The fact remains, however, that the
appeals conld bo dealt with at the one time.
The law has made provision for appeals by
conscientious objectors. These appeals are
taken by a stipendiary magistrate ; there
is no delay, and in about 80 per cent. of the
cases the men are excused from military
duties.
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Mr. Raphael: DMany of them become
conscientious objectors with that end in
view.

Mr. BOYLE : Yes. The case put forward
by the Leader of the Opposition was not
concerned with the conscientious objector ;
it was a matter of whether we were to
continue cur farming industry. We are
not seeking in any way to evade responsi-
bility for military service.

Mr. SPEAKER : I point out to the hon.
member that he will have an opportunity
to speak to the motion later.

Mr, BOYLE: Very well, Sir.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. F. J. 8. Wise—Gascoyne—on amend-
ment) [3.4] : I regret that the member for
Avon (Mr. Boyle) has moved to delete these
words., I expect I should be quite pleascd
to find that he is even to somec extent in
agreement with me ; but I point out to
the House that there is no more logical
person to assess a position of manpower
than one whose active life is associated
ecach day with some avenue of farming
pursuits. Not merely have such men the
confidence of our faurming community, but
in my opinion they would be in a happicr
position more readily to assess the claims
than wonld be a stipendiary magistrate.
A magistrate would give an equally just and
proper decision, but he would have to
assemble the facts, and if in theso cases the
matter is one of urgency, as we all admit
it is, an urgent and quick decision would be
readily obtainable from a board of reference
set up as I have suggested. It would
delay matters to have to lodge claims and
wait for an appointment for those claims to
be heard. If the matter were not urgent,
the hon. member would be absolutely right
but, sinee it is, and since the facts are
already assembled by the officer cancerned,
the hon. member should agree to the in-
clusion of these words.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York—on amend-
ment} (3.6]: T am sorry I am out of step
with iy colleague who represents the
district next to mine. But the Houso
should bear in mind that most of these
applications would come from men in the
Forces, and they would be dealt with more
or less within the metropolitan area. There
would probably be some from the North,
or inland, but they would not be far from
here, and the applications could be dealt
with in the metropolitan area. I have
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given a good deal of thought to the matter,
because I do not want the military authori-
ties to say the board is loaded against
them. In this case it would be, because
first there is a representative of the farming
and pastoral industries, which are the
same, despite the Minister's assertion that
they are not, because the dictionary includes
them both under the word * farming.”
There would be one man representing the
industry and then there would be one who
knows all about it, if an Agricultural De-
partment officer is appointed, which I think
would be quite satisfactory. I prefer the
amendment as it stands to that suggested
by the member for Avon (Mr. Boyle), because
a stipendiary magistrate would look at the
matter from the evidence submitted to him
and not from the point of view of the in-
dustry, which is the point of view which T
desire to have considered. He might be
of the same opinion as the officer who wrote,
in reply to the shearer, that shearing was
not an important business.

These matters have to be dealt with ex-
peditiously. In the event of & magistrate
attending to the cases, if an application were
made at Bruce Rock, we would have to
wait for & month before the magistrate went
there, because he has a circuit and has to
attend at certain places on certain dates.
If he does not, arrangements are made for
some other magistrate to take his place.
My main idea is to have these matters dealt
with at once. Ewvery hour that goes by
ts important. I support the Minister’s
amendment and I hope we can give effect
to it, and that the authorities will accept

it in the spirit in which it is proposed, under,

standing that it is designed to help not only
the industry bub also the Military Depart-
ment.

Amendment on amendment put and
negatived.

Amendment put and passed.

MR. TONKIN ({North-East Frcmantle)
{3-10]: I am in accord with the object of
the motion, but T disagree very much with
the method by which that objective is sought
to be achieved. I had no idea, prior to to-
day, that this matter was to be discussed.

Hon. C. G. Latham: No one else had.

Mr. TONKIN : That confirms the point
I am going to make. To my way of think-
ing, this matter is far too complicated to
be decided so sitnply. The military authori-
ties are charged with the responsibility
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of obtaining, training, moulding, and equip-
ping as large a fighting force as possible.

Hon. W. D. Johnson : And feeding them,
too !

Mr. TONKIN : No, that is not their job.
They are thare to get men, to test them, to
see they are physically fit, and then to train
them, mould them, equip them, and have
them ready as a fighting force.

Hon. C. G. Latham : And the most sue-
cessful leader is the one who feeds his troops.

Mr. TONKIN : But someone else has to
grow the food to feed them. What is the use
of putting & military men on a manpower
board ¥ He says, “I want the men. I
have to find a certain number to fill my
quota this week. I have been told to get
a certain number of men within certain age
groups. I have sent out call-up notices,
and T am responsible for seeing that that
number, full strength, attends on Monday
and goes intc camp.” When one starts to
argue that such-and-such a man is a farmer
and such-and-such a man is a butcher, the
military man says, ' That may be so;
but I must have a certamn number of
soldiers.” And in they go! Then an
attempt is made to get some men released.

The military officer’s job is to get his
army to & certain strength, to keep it at that
strength, to see that the men are equipped
and are able to do the job entrusted to
them. That is all he is concerned about.
The people who are producing the food
with which to feed the soldiers, and those
whao are getting the raw material to make
the rifles and munitions that the soldiers
will use have their jobs also. It is the
Covernment’s job to see that the whole
economy works in a proper fashion. It is
inevitable that there will be a great deal
of dislocation and chaos. Some industries
will have more than their share of man.
power, for some reason or other, and some
will have less, but the military authoritics
could not decide that question because
they know nothing about it. That is a
matter entirely for the Government. A
survey by competent men—a  complete
and thorough survey—must be made to
ascertain which industries have to be
maintained at a certain level and which
must, by the very nature of things, be al.
lowed to languish for the timne being.
That is o job that the military authorities
cannot undertake, becausc they know
nothing about it.

The Premier :
doing.

That is what they are
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The Minister for Agriculture: They are
making the decision to take the men.

Mr. TONKIN : Of course they are. This
matter has been worrying the Common-
wealth Government for months. Not only
is there difficulty in the rural industries,
but there is also difficulty in the mining
industry, and as between the services, as
members will see, for I shall give them
information from some newspaper cuttings.
On the 276h April of this year a statement
was made in Canberra with regard to
potato-growing, as follows :—

Regulations have been gazetted for the for-
mation of an Australion potato committee.

Further on the article atates—-

Control of the potato industry has become
necessury hecause of its importance ag an
article of food., and the unsatisfactory produc-
tion position which has existed for several
years. Tt is intended to increase Amustralian
produetion by 50 per cent.

The military authorities did not say that,
nor are they concerned abomt that. All
they do is to send men to the mearket to
buy potatoes when they are there. It is
the Government's job to see that there
are available sufficient men and sufficient
fertilisers to step up that preduction by
50 per cent. Regard hes to be given to
that side of production. We have this
statement from Canberra on the 29th
April, reported in the ** West Australian ”
of the 30th April, headed * War and In-
dustry. Men on Essential Work. Question
of Exemption.”

The Army did not wish te filch men from
skilled essential indwstries but sometimes this
understanding las resulted from a variety of
causes, suid the Minister for Labour (Mr.
‘Ward) yesterday. He was commenting on com-
plaints by the Minister for Aireraft Produc-
tion (Mr. Cameron) that skilled men were be-

ing taken from the aireraft industry for the
Army.

So, there is even trouble between the ser-
vices where the Army calls up men already
engaged in aircraft production. In the
“ West Australien ™ of the 5th May, on the
same cuestion, we have this heading,
* Rural Industries. Provision of Manpower,
A Difficult Problem.” The report states—

The problem of determining to what extent
primary prodection will be allowed to continue
in Ausiralia is complicated by the arrival of
Allied Forces here and the prospeet of still
greater numbers to come, This is the view of
the Minister for War Organisation of Indus-
try (Mr. Dedman) who said today that pro-
vigion of manpower for rural industries was
continually under review, but it was a very
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difficelt problem. He was referring to state.
ments that manpower in rural industries had
been cut more than those industries could
possibly bear.

The Commonwealth Minister is, therefore,
fully aware of the position of rural industries.
He says it is a difficult problem. Later the
report goes on—

The first question which had to be decided
wag the scale on which the Government thought
primary production ought to be continued
assuming that one ecould make a decision on

the seale of production required to meet all
circumstances.

On the 5th May, following on the same
subject, we have this heading,  Primary
Products. Australia’s Need. Problem of
Processing "—and members will realise that
just as it is important to grow the produce
80 it is important to preserve it if it cannot
be all consumed at once in order that it may
be available later. Certain processing has
therefore to be carried out, and it needs
manpower. This report is from Melbowrne,
the 5th May, and is as follows :—

An officer of the Department of Supply said
today that no primary products would be ex-
ported from Australia this vear until full pro-
vigion has been made for the Australian and
Allied fighting services and the civilian popu-
lation. Main raw materinls, he said, were in
ever supply. At present there were eonsider-
able surpluses of sugor, rice, meat and wheat
and the principal problem that had to be faced .
was that of processing or converting these pro-
ducts into foodstuffs that eould be stored.

Under date, Canberra, the 6th May, again
on the same problem, we have this heading
in the * West Australian,” * Manpower
Problern. Sowing of Crops. Temporary
Release from A.LLF.” The report is as fol-
lows :—

Under certain conditions seasonal leave for
the sowing of crops will be granted to ALF.
personne! drawn from rural distriets, The
Minister for the Army (Mr. Forde) said that
maximum leave would be three weeks and that
it would be without pay. Leave would be
granted at the discretion of the commanding
officer.

Mr. Patrick: That makes it a military
affair.
Mr. TONKIN : The report continues—

Officers, N.C.0.’a and specialists would not
be granted leave, Qther ranks who had not
completed three months’ training also would
be ineligible for leave. Those pgranted leave
would be required to pay travelling costs and
could be recalled at 24 hours' notice,. No
leave would be granted which would take a man
beyoud the State of his present station unless
it was possible for him to rejoin his unit within
24 hours.
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Further on, under the same date, we have
the heading, *“Rural Industries Relief "
and this report—

Men will be released from the Army imme-
diately to give relief to manpower shortage
in the wheat, fruit-picking, dairying, wool and
other industries, it was announced in the House
of Representatives today by the Minister for
Labour (Mr. Ward). In replying to Mr. Wil-
son (Ind., Vie.), Mr. Ward said that the re-
lief would be temporary pending a review of
manpower as it affsets the ruyral industry gen-
erally.

Finally, we have the leading article in the
** West Australian ” of the 7th Mey. This,
very pointedly, directs our attention to
what the problem is—

An officer of the Department of Supply in
Meclbourne said on Tuesday that no primary
products would be exported from Australia
thia year wntil full provision had been made
for the Australian and Allied fighting ser-
vices and the civilian population., That is rea-
sonable emough; nor cam any complaint be
made of the emphasis made by the Prime Min-
jster (Mr. Cartin) on that function of the
newly constituted Allied Supply Couneil which
ja to ascertain the minimum essential needs
for the maintenance of the ¢ivil population in
Australia, Military needs must come first, and
so long as civiliang can obtain at fair prices a
sufficiency of nourishing foods it will be no
great hardship to adjust comsumer tastes to
whatever commodities happen o be available.

Later on—

Australin’s primary industries, after 23

yoars of war, are now in such a chaotic state
that they demand drastic rationalisation.
I submit that that is the problem. It
would not be reasonable to allow any author-
ity to exempt persons who apply for exernp-
tions from the Army to go to work on
uneconomic farms. The whole gquestion
has to be considered. That would simply
be a waste both ways. The industry as a
whole has to be regarded. It is somebody’s
job in this nation, surely, to see that the
number of men required in the various
departments of production, whether they
be in rural industry or in secondary industry,
are available. Then it is a matter of evi-
dence and fact to decide whether a person
should be exempted or not, but it would not
follow that every man who worked on a
farm should be exempted because the farmer
said he required his labour and could not
carry on without it.

The Premier: We quite agree.

Mr., Watts : Who said it should be s0 ¢

Mr. TONKIN : I am suggesting the mili-
tary authorities would not know anything
about that.
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Mr. Patrick : You are placing the military
man in charge of it.

Mr. TONKIN : I did not say anything of
the sort.

Mr. Patrick: One of the cuttings from
which you have read stated that.

Mr. TONKIN : There is even difficulty
at the present time in the manning of
tin mines. The people in Tasmania com-
plain that there is a shortage of manpower
in those mines, yet fin is a commodity most
urgently required in Australia’s war pro-
duction. Is it not clear to mernbers that
if there is a shortage of manpower in such
an industry as tin mining, and if there is a
difficulty as between serviced, where the
Air Force is taking men engaged in munition
work and the Army is taking men engaged
in aireraft production, that the whole thing
must be dealt with by a competent body
and some policy laid down? We should
not have a small committee here and &
small committes there to decide what are
the needs of this and that industry, nor
should it be a committee consisting of mili-
tary men who, I submit, know nothing at
all about the matter. The only thing a
military man knows anything about is that
he requires a certain number of men to
keep his unit up to strength ; that the law
limits him to & certain pool or reservoir, and
all the military officer can do is to issue call-
up notices t0 men within the stipulated age
groups. The responsibility of the Army
authorities is to get their required numbers,
and they will do their best to do that.

Mr. Seward : Would they not be able to
advise the appeal committee of any change
in the military requirements ?

Mr. TONKIN : They are there to see that
they get their numbers. The representative
of the military, at every sitting of the
committee, I suggest would say, “* I reguire
a certain number of men and am not getting
them, and I must have them. Therefore
I will take them and argue the point after-
wards.” What I object to is having &
committee which permits the military
authorities to decide this question, because
it is a question about which they know
nothing. They require a certain number
of men and are not concerned about any
argument as to a man being needed on &
farm. This does mot mean a thing to a
representative of the military. He says,
“1 want so many men by Monday to fill
up this battalion, company or unit and
keep it up to strength. I have certain
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limits laid down by the Government. I
am confined to those limits and must get
the men,”

But it is for the Government to decide,
just as it imposes the age limits, the extent
of the present pool available to the military.
Then the military could make its callups
from that pool. If cases of hardship
oceurred, appeals could be made. At pre-
sent all sorts of extraordinary things are
occurring. I konow of an instance of the
R.AAF. having taken men away from
munition production inte the Air Force
to wash spark plugs with petrol. They say
they have a perfect right to do it. Accord-
ing to the cuttings I have quoted, the Minis-
ter for Aireraft Production mentioned the
case of a man having been taken from
aircraft production and put in as & mess
steward in the R.A.A.F. The Minister
himself quoted that case.

The Minister for Mines :
too.

Mr. TONKIN : Of course it is. If those
difficulties are ocourring as between the
services and Ministers, something better
is required to deal with the situation.
My view is that having regard to the fact
that the Commonwealth Government is
aware of the difficulties, the Premier should
direct the Prime Minister’s attention to the
very grave position confronting our in-
dustries through lack of a proper and
reasonable authority to decide this question.
The Promier should ask the Prime Minister
to investigate the matter thoroughly with
a view to doing the right thing. It should
be brought home to him that the military
men are not the ones to decide this question
because they will look at it from one angle
only. When they make their decisions,
they adhere to the law and to regulations
with the utmost rigidity. I have never yet
discovered a military man who showed
any imagination when called upon to decide
a question if he had regulations bearing
upon the matter. He reads the regulations
and says, ' The regulations state so-and-so.
I will stick to them.”

The regulations so far as the call-up is
concerned are that in a8 certain degree of
priority men shall be called up within
certain age groups. They are called up,
and then somebody says, “ Tom Jones,
who has been ealled up, should not go into
camp because he is required on the farm.”
Apart from that, his case is on all-fours
with that of Bill Smith. The military

It is possible,
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authorities cannot make a proper decision
on the case because they know nothing
about outside circumstances, They will
call up men in accordance with the regula-
tions issued by the Government.

On various occasions I have made repre-
sentations to get men exempted from service
because I considered they had strong cases
for exemption—cases in line with those
envisaged in the motion now befor. the
House. I have been told by the military
officer, “ I have to get a certain number
of men. I sent out so many call-up notices,
I have had so many returned through the
dead-letter office, thus reducing the number
available. I have been advised that some
of the persons called up have died or have
gone elsewhere, Clearly, unless all these
men come along, I shall be short in my
numbers. If T am not short, I will recon-
sider the application you are making for
exemption, If I cannot get my numbers,
you have no hope.” This indicates that
the question is decided upon the needs of the
military offieer so far as his unit is concerned.
If he gets his number, he is prepared to
congider other cuestions,

But the cases that would be put forward
on behalf of the rural industries would be
cases of merit in themselves, not to be
judged by the standerd whether the mili-
tary authorities have their particular needs,
but to be judged by the standard whether
the industry is in such a position that it
reguires the retention of those men. The
militery sauthorities will not look at the
question from that angle ; they will consider
it from that angle only if their numbers
for that call-up are assured, in which case
they will probably postpone the call-up of
certain individuals until the next call-up
in two or three months’ time. When that
time comes, the individual will find himself
in the same position as before, In s number
of instances men have obtained exemption
once or twice, and have eventually been
called up at a time when the need for them
to remain in their jobs was greater than
when they obtained exemption in the first
instance. This cceurs because the view of
the military authorities is that the first
essential is to bring their units up to strength.
I submit that they will not consider any
other angle until they have sa.fegua.rded
themselves on that point.

If that is the position—and I maintain
that it is—it is of no use having military
men on such a tribunal. The policy must
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be laid down by the Government, and it
ghould be someone else's job to decide
whether the application comes within the
stipulation of the regulations, For some
time I have realised that this matter must
be attended to. It is just as vital that food-
ptuffs be produced and supplies maintained
a8 it is that men be trained and kept in the
Army—just as vital, neither more nor less.
It is certainly not less vital that certain
metals be produced because, unless we
get the requisite raw materials, we cannot
have equipment produced to keep the army
in the field. and it is useless to have an army
in the field that is ill.equipped and not
properly fed.

Thus the whole problem has to be regarded
in a proper light and a balance struck and the
right thing done by all the services. I say
it is not a question of first of all getting
the units up to strength irrespective of
what happens elsewhere. The problem
must be consiclered as one indivisible whole,
and due regard paid to the production side,
the equipment side and the training side.
I think the House will pass the motion,
but whatever happens, we should not lay
too great & stress upon the suthority that
we desire to see set up. Let us drive home
to the Commonwealth Government that
these industries must receive consideration
and that the whole of the say should not
be left to the military authorities. If we
do that and the Commonwealth agrees, we
ghall get somewhere.

[Afr. J. Hegney took the Chair.]

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [3.35]: I
wish to add a few words in support of this
motion. I regret to see in it the words
“ Release of men for this purpose.” That
is the stage which we have reached owing
to the activities of the past, according to
the member for North-East Fremantle (Mr.
Tonkin). If we do not carry the motion we
ghall not be making even a start towards
endeavouring to overcome something that
has taken place. I feel in full sympathy
with all other members and with every other
person. wanting to see the Army up to its
full strength, fully equipped, and properly
fod. In the past it has been a question of
getting Army streugth, irrespective of
interference with any industry. I shall
not say imuch regarding the ALT., the
men who volunteered for active service ;
but I know that after their enlistment we
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had in my district and also throughout the
South-West what are called garrisons, made
up of men possibly too old for service
oversea. Those men gave their services at
week-ends, in Sundey parades and drill,
and also during the week, when they could
be called at any time. Collie has a local
garrison of over 500 men, but those men
are still functioning in industry.

In the case of Bunbury, the entire gar-
rison has been removed for home defence
somewhere on the coast. Those men from
the farms in the South-West were, like the
men of Collie, prepared to undertake home
defence if it should be needed. When they
were formed into a group and put into
camp. this step was taken irrespective of
whether they were essential to their own
industry of farming. They simply had to
go into camp. I could quote instances
where dairy farmers were taken from their
farms and for that reason had to let their
herds go dry. After that they were allowed
t0 return to their farns, which under such
conditions were practically useless to them.
Action should have been taken to ensure
that those men would not be removed from
their dairy farms., Some of our best and
most prosperous farmers are selling out for
lack of manpower, and their cattle are
going elsewhere. 1 know that a legislator
in another Chamber has even dispensed with
his sheep. It had taken him 20 years to
build up a stud flock, and he could not get
manpower even sufficient to look after
sheep—the least laborious job in ordinary
circurnstances. He had to sacrifice his
whole flock because he could not secure
assistance. For that reason I do not like
the word  relief ’ appearing in the motion.
The Bunbury garrison men, who were
farmers and workera of various sorts in the
South-West, if they had been allowed to
remain in garrison, could have discharged
their military duties by drilling on Sundays
and on week nights. For the purpose of
gerviee they could have been called together
within half an hour at any time, as there are
bitumen roads throughout the area, besides
other transport facilities, and telephones
also are available. The time has arrived
when it is essential to do something to
prevent a recurrence of the case of the
Bunbury garrison.

I have experience also of orchardists,
men who have pioneered the distriet, grown
old on their holdings, and handed them
over to their sons. Now the sons have
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been taken to garrison, and the old men
are left to run the properties. Some of them
are upwards of 70 years of age, and find it
practically imposgible to carry on. A
women who had been left on her husband’s
property by reason of his being sent on
garrison duty, came here to see me the
nther day. The wife said she and her
husband were practically broke, their fruit
having been destroyed by black cockatoos.
If an orchardist decides today that he will
pick certain fruit for marketing tornorrow,
he may find, when he comes to pick it,
that none of it is fit for sale. If, on the
other hand, somecne had been available
to frighten away the cockatoos and pick
the fruit. those men would still be on their
properties. Such cases oceur in my distriet
day by day. I have known Benger Swamp
ever gsince it has been in existence.
Members : Oh !

Mr. WITHERS : Well, ever since it has
been under cultivation. Trouble has always
been encountered there because the season
is very short. The farmers have to get
on to the land immediately it is hard
enough to get on, and plant the erop. If
they get another inch of rain next week,
there will be reason to doubt whether they
will get & crop at all. If there are heavy
rains at the latter end of April and the
beginning of May, the farmers there
have to resort to what is called bandi-
cooting. Tn any case, it is essential to have
88 many men as possible available to get
the crops off quickly. To harvest crops
of the deseription grown there takes a deal
of manpower. I was very pleased to hear
the Minister for Lands state that he has been
wmeaking other labour available for the pur-
pose of redeerning valuable crops at Benger.

I amn in agreement with the suggestion
to include the farming and pastoral in-
dustries in the motion as being essential.
Some industries possibly are not as essential
as others ; and if we confine the motion
to industries that are absolutely essential,
the military authorities will not have
anything to complain of. Even at the
present time we are not able to provision
our troops by reason of actions taken
by military authorities, according to the
member for North-East Fremantle (Mr.
Tonkin). Lef us have an alteration such as
described in the amendment, which rep-
resents an endeavour to keep up the pro-
duction necessary for the feeding of our
troops. I am pleased that the motion has
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been amended and I say that with all due
respect to the Leader of the Opposition.

It is wise to include a representative of
the Agricultural Department, because that
officer is in & position to know not only the
menpower requirements of given districts,
but will also have & very good idea as
to whether an application is genuine. I
think the choice of such & representative
would be better than the selection of &
magistrate. I merely rose to support the
motion because I appreciate the position.
As I indicated before, men have pioneered
the South.West and have handed on their
farms to their sons. Now the scns, in
turn, have had to hend the farms back to
their aged parents, and the old men cannot
cerry on without assistance.

MR. W. HEGNEY (Pilbara) .[3.46]:

Many phases of the problem have
been traversed sinee the debate was initi-
ated this morning, and I shall deal

with one aspect only, one suggested as s
result of the amendment submitted by the
Minister for Agrieulture. In the first
place, I disagree somewhat with the
views enunciated by the member for North-
East Fremantle (Mr. Tonkin), partieularly
when he said that the produoetiou side of
the problem represented no concern of the
Defence Department. 1 vemind that hon.
member that when any industrial npheaval
of a serious natare has developed, in which
the defence of the nation was affected, aetion
has been taken by the military anfhorities.
During the last war the military anthori-
ties were oblized to release men from ser-
viee in order that production could be main-
tained. That applied throughout the Com-
monwealth.

The old axiom that an army marches on
its stomach still holds good. Shonld those
engaged in primary produrtion decide that
the growing of foodstuffs (did not pay them
and, as a result, they left their farms in a
body, the Defenee Department wounld tako
steps to so organize the industry that the
necessary supplies of foodstufis would be
fortheoming in ovider to keep the soldiers
physically fit. The teehnique associated
with present-day military operations is
somewhat  different from that which ob-
tained in wars a hundred vears ago. For that
veason T consider the sugpestion advanced
hy the Minister for Agrienlture regarding
the orzanisation of a corps of men formerly
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engaged in agricultural operations who
could be used for essential seasonal opera-
tions as occasion warranted, is well worthy
of serious consideration. No doubt it will
be said that Regulation 54 or Regnlation 88
will not allow that to be done, but I sug-
gest that rvegulations of ihat deseription
should be carried out in a proper spirit and
should not he applied in a bidebound man-
ner.

F know of many men who are doing prac-
tically nothing in military eamps today, vet
their services would be of great value on
farms. It those men c¢ould he released from
military duties for the time being, the pay
difficulty as hetween the Defence Depart-
ment and private employers eould be adjust-
ed simpiv if the will to do so prevailed.
The motion will mean the creation of stil} an-
other board. 1 helieve that 67 boards, quile
apart from ['arliamentary committees, have
been set up since the inception of the war
to deal with vavious aspeets of defence and
supply problems. In this instance, however,
the board will he positive in chavacter. It
will be able to strike a reasonable balance
hetween the needs of the Defenee Depart-
ment and those of primary industries. The
member for North-East Fremantle said that
the military authorities would not de-
viate one inch from their attitude that
they must have every available man, but T
wonld remind him of the position in con-
neetion with the Avhitration Court, which
has been functioning for many years. In
most major matters brought before that
court the workers' representative usually
disagrees with the views of the employers’
representative, and the President of the Ar-
hitration Court, who has had a legal train.
ing and is in a position to weigh the pros
and cons, veaches the final decision. Tak-
ing the position that would he created if
effeet were given to the snggestion of the
Minister, the military officer  would sub-
mit his views, and the vepresenta-
tive of the farming community would state
the position as he saw it. Then the chair-
man, who, it is suggested, should be an offi-
cer of the Agricultural Department, wonld
arrive at what he considered the proper de-
cigion.

I wish to deal bricfly with the position re-
garding shearing operations. I was amazed
to hear the member for Beverley (Mr.
Mann) state that he held a letter from a
military officer who said that shearing was
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not regarded us an cssential oceupation. For
some time past I, with others inctuding re-
presentatives of the North-West, have been
endeavouring to formulate a scheme for the
organisation of the indwstry in the pastoral
avens, and I am very pleased to state that
we have reached what I think will be re-
garded as a satisfactory arrangement, The
scheme will eover the north-western pastoral
arras a8 well as those in  distriets lower
south. If adopted, it will make for efficient
working, with a minimum of manpower re-
yuived, Unfortunately, for some vears ve-
curring droughts have inilitated against pas-
toral operations in northern parts, with the
vesult that many thousands of sheep ddied
from starvation. While flocks have been de-
pleted, there are many sheep to he handled
under existing conditions.

For some time pasl mnow, the practice
has been for a team of shearers to be
employed by a contractor and transported
by truck through the northern areas for a
ran of the sheds. Frequently shearers were
obliged, when one shed had ecut out, to sit
down for two or threc weeks before another
shed was ready to start opervations. YWhen
there was no shortage of shearers, that posi-
tion was to an cxtent tolerated. The delays
were perhaps unavoidable, although the pas-
toralists endeavoured to organise their runs.
Now, however, the contractors are naturally
interested in getting as many sheds through
as possible, and they endeavour to do that
by contracting for the work early in the
SCASON. In the past the time spent by
shearers in waiting for operations to com-
mence represented an economic waste. The
point I am making is that Mr. Murray has
recommended to the Agricultural Bank
Commissioners that shearing in the farm-

ing areas wmight very well he car-
riel on dn the maenths of Apnrl,
Mavy and June. T am net suggesting

wheiher this is wise or not. The report in
the “West Australian” states—

The Commissioners, who fully realise the
serious difficulty which has to be faced in the
coming shearing, and who recently received
a petition from 25 of the banks’ elients urging
them to secure the releage from military ser-
viee of a man on whom they were nll depend-
ing to shear their sheep, endorsed Mr, Mur-
ray’'s suggestion,

My, Murray is the Wool Adviger of the
Department of Agrieulture. I take it that
the shearer mentioned would be a man with
a two or three-stand plant. T wounld very
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much appreciate if the Minister, when he
replies, will say whether——

Hon. C. G. Latham: The Minister cannot
speak a second time to the motion,

Mr. W. HEGNEY : If that is so, I shall
try to ascertain the information from him
privately. From iuguiries I bave made, I
believe the shearing in the farming areas
will proeced as hitherto.  Of course, the
Agricultural Bank may take steps to safe-
guard their clients from loss. The industry
has been organised to a certain extent in the
northern portion of the State. Sheavers have
heen assured of a minimum loss of time. As
a matter of fact, hecause of the good season,
I do not think there will be any lost time
between sheds. The average shearer who has
been throwgh the North is a good fast worker.
I suggest—it is not often that I make sug-
gostions to the farming community—that the
farmers take steps to organise a series of
Tuns on & proper hasis, If that be done, it
will to a large extent alleviate the position
facing them.

Mr. Mann: The farmers are already organ-
ising their vuns.

Mr. W. HEGXNEY: I am pleased to hear
that. As a rule, the average farmer, if he
finds that his next door neighbour wishes to
start shearing tomorrow, wants to start
first.

Opposition members: Nol

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Then he must have
improved within the last year or two.

Mr. Seward: He has.

My, W. HEGNEY: Shearing is generally
<ommenced at Kellerberrin in the last week
of August. The shearers work sonthwards
and eventually finish at Mt. Barker in No-
vember. My experience has been that the
average farmer who has a few hundred
sheep is very anxious to get his woo) away
within a certain time, otherwise he might
suffer a monetary loss. If my suggestion is
adopted, the farmers will have their shear-
ing done in an expeditious manner by a
minimum  number  of  highly-qualified
shearers. The officer who wrote the letter
to the member for Beverley (Mr. Mann)
exhibits gross incompetency and ignorance
of the value and importance of the shear-
ing industry, which of course is part of the
wool-growing industry. Little does he know
of the northern portion of the State and of
the men who pioneered it. Those men are
carrying on the industry today despite set-
backs over which they have no control.
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When the goldmining industry was at a
low ebb, the wool and wheatgrowing indus-
tries proved to be the sheet anchor of the
State. I do not believe for a moment that
the oflicer mentioned reflects the opinion of
the Federal Government; but, in the inter-
ests of the wool-growing industry, the mat-
ter referred to by the member for Beverley
should be taken up with the Commonwealth
authorities and the true position ascertained.
I hope the Premier will lose no time in get-
ting into tonch with the Prime Minister and
the members of the Federal Government.
If no veply is received within a reasonable
time, T hope the Premier will dispatch an-
other urgent message in ne unmeasured lan-
guage requesting a reply of a definite nature.
This manpower question is nearing the nth
priority, let alone the third, and this House
should insist that our primary industries,
which mean so much to the State, receive the
consideration to which they are justly en-
titled from the Federal Government. To
my own knowledge, two or three urgent mes-
sages have been sent by representatives of
this State to the Federal Government and
a proper reply has not been received. Should
the Premier not receive a satisfactory reply
within z rveasongble time, he will have the
hacking of this House if he puts his requests
in the strongest possible language.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [42]: 1
have a few words to say in support of the
motion. I would like to have included in
it other eallings besides farming.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Let us get this one
first, as it is vrgent. You might get vours
later.

Mr. RAPHAEL: It would be interesting
for members and the prople of Western Aus-
tralia to learn the number of enlistments
in Western Australia as eompaved with the
number in the Eastern States. Tt would be
interesting also to learn the number of men
of military age who are still free from the
incubns of military duty,

The Premier: Do not say “incubus.” Say
“duty” or “responsibility.”

Mr. RAPHAEL: No. I will not say “duty”
or “responsibility.” If all the other States
of the Commonwealth were four-square
with Western Australia and were contribut-
ing the same quota as we are, it would be
different.,  Members of foothall teams in
Melbourne shou!d be called up for military
duty in the same way as are our footballers,
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instead of hiding under the pretence of do-
ing munitions work. It is one big bluff. The
footballers of Victoria all have jobs in muni-
tions factories, and I make that statement
with a true knowledge of what the position
i8. We have been informed by the Press
that the football season in Vietoria is to
continue as usual, but we know as a posi-
tive fact that our clubs——

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the hon.
member going to connect football with the
motion?

Mr. RAPHAEL: I assert definitely that
I shall conneet it with the manpower ques-
tion and with the motion. As I say, the foot-
ball teams of Vietoria are going to continue
their competitions, and they are composed
of men of military age. In Western Aus-
tralia, foothall will be carried on by boys
belonging to police clubs, If men in Vietoria
can be exempted from military duty in order
to play football, under the ¢loak of work-
ing in munitions factories, why cannot we be
allowed sufficient men to earry on essential
primary industries? What is the Federal
Government doing about it? It must know
the position. It must know that Western
Australia is being treated unjustly not only
from the military standpoint, but from
every other angle,

Mr. Hughes: Why did you not ask
Senator Fraser when he was at Vigtoria
Park the other dey?

Mr. RAPHAEL: He could not see me.
He seemed to see over my head, though I
did speak to him on a couple of occasions.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon.
member should not be distracted hy inter-
jections.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I am sorry. I was led
astray. We have seen what has been hap-
pening.  Certain men in the Federal Houses
of Parliament who are of military age are
going to he called up, and the members of
Parliament are going to suffer the indignity
of having to shave themselves. A man has
been installed in Parliament House for that
purpose all this time! Wool is an essential
commodity for carrying on this war; it is
as importent as guns and gunpowder, be-
cause people must be clothed. In spite of
that, men can be released from military
duty o play football while others cannot be
released to perform such an essential job
as shearing. I hope that when the Premier
submits this motion to the Federal authori-
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ties, he will ask why men have been released
to play football while farmers who are asked
to grow 30,000 tons more vegetables for the
use of the Army cannot obtain manpower
to enable them fo d¢ so. I do not know
whether they expeoct us to grow the extra
produce in Parliament House grounds in the
little 3 x 3 plot that has been established
here!

Men ave idling their time behind barbed
wire when they could be doing a more im-
portant job, We have been told of a man
marching up and down outside Pearce with
a fixed bayonet. I do not think anybody
could do very much harm if he got in there.
The road is closed but access ean he had to
the grounds from the other side. There
are many men in the Military and in the
Air Force who are doing nothing at all, As
I snid to the Leader of the Oppesition, by
way of interjection, there are hundreds of
men in Australia, as many as 5,000 or 6,000
—over a brigade—who are idle, and they
constitute wasted manpower on the Air
Force Reserve list. They would be belter
oceupied on farms doing cultivation work.
If they cannot do that, why not put them in-
to active work in the Army and release men
from the Army who can do farm work?

The Minister for Mines: That is the ques-
tion: Why?

Mr. RAPHAEL: The reason is that there
has been a military muddle from hegin-
ning to end. They have heen trying to put
a square bhottle into a round hole. There
are architects with the rank of captain who
are probably purchasing cabbages at £4 3
bhag at the market, while eabbage merchants
are supervising operations for the military.
It is one eontinual muddle. One Government
official, speaking to me, referred to the zebra
farm in Franeis-street. I did not sce the
point for a while buf later I understood he
was referring to the number of men there
who have stripes, I support the motion.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [410]: I
would like to add a few words to this debate
which np to date has been most interesting.
This is one of the very diffienlt problems with
which we are faced today. I feel confldent
that if the military authorities will listen
seriously to this Chamber and accept the
assistanee we are so eager to render them in
solving this very vexed question, the situa-
tion will be considerably relieved.
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The Minister for Agrieulture: Unfortun-
ately they usually regard our advice as inter-
ference,

Mr. THORN: Unfortunately, they do!
They do not seem to like us to voice our
opinion but it would be as well if they were
to understand that at present Parliament is
in charge of affairs and not the Military. We
are here to represent large sections of the
community and we are quite entitled to ex-
press our opinion. This is a very diffieult
question for the Military authoritics to
handle, and they need all the assistance that
can possibly be rendered to them by the citi-
zens of this State. If therc were a thorough
combing of all sections of industry in this
State, many thousands of men could be found
who are not carrying on essential work.

The Minister for Agriculture: There should
be a combing of the Military Department,
too.

Mr. THORN: Yes. As a wmaiter of faet,
the Minister for the Army issued an instrue-
tion that al]l men of military age at military
kheadquarters in each State should be trans-
ferred to active field units, but the instrue-
tion has not been carried out. We have
beadquarters today that are overrun with
young men whose jobs, 1 feel sure, could be
carried out by older men.

Mr. Warner: Whom do you blame for
that?

Mr. THORN: That is dilficult to say.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is not
relevant to the motion,

Mr. THORN: That is so and I am not
going to allow the member for Mt. Marshall
to lead me off the track. A few moments
ago when the Minister was speaking
I made rather a crude interjection which
I hope he did not misunderstand. He re-
ferred to the necessity for labour for mar-
keting our potato crop. That is a serious
and burning question. When I interjected
that we haven’t the stomach to handle the
question, I was referring to those in control
and that is the Federal Government. If is
very embarrassing to those of us of the
British race to learn of what is going on in
the South-West today. I have heard the
same as the Minister for Agrieulture has
heard, namely, that many aliens are demand-
ing £2 a day for digging potatoes.

The Minister for Agrienlture: Would you
not like to see them on military pay?
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Mr. THORN: Definitely. Enemy aliens
have been released to assist their eountrymen
to get these potato crops in and to take
them off. Yet we find that men of our own
flesh and blood cannot secure labour to sow
or harvest a erop. 1f we have the stamina
I bope we have, we ought to form those
people into labour battalions and make them
do the work for our people, and not release
them to assist their countrymen.

The Minister for Agriculture: Make them
ilo work for the nation.

Mr. THORN: Yes. I had quite a long
experience in Europe during the last war
together with other members in this Cham-
ber. I was in Europe for three years and
I saw what went on there. When I see what
we of the British race will allow to occur in
this country, things that Germany and other
nations would not tolerate for one moment,
I am led to the conclusion that we are too
considerate. We talk about having regard
to international law and other aspects of
warfare, but we are too soft altogether and
I think it is a disgrace to us—though I do
not know if that is the right word to wse—
that we should allow sach a position to exiat
as obtains in the South-West.

I am sure we are all in earnest over this
matter and are united in a desire to solve
the manpower problem with which we are
faced. I can quite understand the military
man wanting to maintain the strength of
his unit. He is imbued with the Army, and
the Army is our defence. We are all grate-
ful to it today for what it has done and
what it will do for us. But we do not
want to adopt the short-sighted policy of
neglecting the production of foodstuifs with
which to feed it. If the Army will accept
this motion in the spirit in whieh it is put
forward, and aceept the assistance we ecan
render to it, we can he helpful. There are
difficulties. We ean refer to onr own dis-
tricts. T have lived in the Swan district
for the last 28 or 30 years. T took up land
there hefore the last war and T have seen
the district grow. I see things happening
in my distriect which the Army has ne chance
of tracing. It hag not the knowledge. T
was Customs officer in that area for sevem
vears under the Dried Fruits Aect, before
I entered this Chamber. I know what T
am talking ahout. There are many hap-
penings the military has no hope of tracing,
but T can render assistance in that diree.
tion.
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The Minister for Agriculture: What did
they say in answer to a letter the member
for Pingelly wrote them?

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)

Mr. THORN: There was an officer who
went oversea and who is imbued with the
Army aspect and side of the sitmation. He
made & mistake. I know he will not make
it again. 1 do not like singling out one
person, but I could tell this House of a
very interesting little incident. I will give
no indication as to who is the person in
question beyond saying that he is connected
with horservacing.

Mr. SPEAKER: 15 he comnected with
this motion?

Mr. THORN: Yes, manpower. He has
been warned to vepori for military serviee
on two or three occasions, and each time
he sces somebody and gets ont of doing his
military training.

Mr. Cross: By a medieal certificate?

Mr. THORN: No.
right person.

The Minister for
weight 2

My. THORN: This is his weight: His
wife sent a message to me in these terms,
“I hope you will put his weight uwp so that
he can do something useful for his country
instead of playing poker all day and eseap-
ing military service when ealled upon” 1
have listened with great pleasnre fo the
earnest diseussion in this Chamber today
and the endeavour to straighten out the
difficult questions with which we are faced.
I know the motion will he wholcheartedly
supported.

He simply sees the

Mines: Whai is his

MR, F. ¢. L. SMITH (Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe) [4.19]: The primary industries
are confronted with a problem in this State
that should be resolved thromgh a list of
reserved oceupations, and not through a pro-
posal to withdraw from the Army some of
those men who have elready been called up
for military service. It has nothing to do
with the argument that we know there are
in the Army men who, for the moment,
are not engaged on very important military
activities and who ecould, if they were re-
leased, be available for work in the primary
industries. Tt is the duty of the anthorities
who control the army to maintain it at its
fullest possible strength, and have it at all
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times ready for action. That is the view-
point the military authorities will take when
this proposition is placed before them.

Mr. Mann: There is a limit to what the
Army can do. You conld not have 4,000,000
men under arms in Australia with no one to
suppor{ them.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: I agree with the
member for North-East Fremantle (Mr.
Tonkin) that this is not a problem which bas
anything to do with the military authorities.
I know too what will be their attitude to-
wards this motion. During the progress of
the war, and during the call-up of men for
military service in this country before the
manpower priorities were properly organ-
ised, certain men were called up from the
mining industry—ecertain young men under
25 years of age. Representations were made
to the military aunthorities to have them re-
leased so that they could be returned to the
mining industry. Those men were released.

Subsequently when the manpoewer priori-
ties were fixed and the place of the mining
industry in these priorities was established,
the military authorities hegan to eall np fur-
ther men. The age limit for skilled workers,
for instance, was raised from 25 to 30 vears.
Thex did not, however, call up the men who
had heen returned as o result of representa-
tions. They told the member for Hannans
and myself that their attitude towards the
positton was this, that if any of these
vounger men, who were now back in the min-
ing industry, wanted to re-enlist, they would
have to bring with them a letter from their
employers saying that they (the employers)
were willing to release them, because the mili-
tary authorities were not going to have these
men bounecing backwards and forwards from
industry to military and from military fo
industry.

Mr. Rodoreda: Why not?

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH : That is the attitude
they adopted. I did not ask them why.

Mr. Rodoreda: That is the point—why
not?

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: I have already said
why not. I think it is a reasonable attitude
for the military authorities to adopt. Their
job is to build up the Army in this country
to its fullest possible strength and maintain
it at all times ready for action. That is
why not! A contrast between the conduct
of the war in Great Britain on this oceasion
and in 1914-18 finds its greatest emphasis in
the contro] of manpower. The aunthorities
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bave established a Ministry of Labour for
the purpose of controlling and co-ordinating
manpewer. During the 1914-18 war, all the
military anthorities were opposed to the con-
trolling of manpower. Lord Kitchener was
definitely against men being maintained in
so-called reserved occupations when they
counld be used for military purposes. So
also was General Foch, who expressed the
military attitude of that day, which, to a
great extent, is the military attitude of to-
day.

But the need for workers in essential
services is appreciated in Great Britain today
and, for the purpose of controlling it and
ensuring that the necessary workers will be
retained to essential industries, a long list of
reserved oceupations has been compiled and
2 huge organisation of provineial committecs,
with a eentral advisory committee, has been
built up to advise the Ministry of Labour.
The whole problem eonld he bandled in the
same way in this counfry. It should be
organised hy the eentral Government.

AMr. Hughes: We have a list of reserved
ocenpations,

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH : I know we have, and
the motion emphasises that it is not operat-
ing effectively. Perbaps it would be more
advisable for us to make a recommendation
to the Commonwealth Government that farm-
ing should he included in the list of reserved
oecupations, if it is not already there. I do
not know whether it is or not. This problem
is onc that rightly belongs to the <central
authority, and should be controlled by it
through a system of provincial committees
and a central advisory committee responsible
to & Ministry of Labour,

I can see what would happen if the pro-
posal put forward here today were given
offect. If the military authorities agreed to
it—I doubi very much whether they would
—and if, after it was established, several
applications were granted, the proposed com-
mittee would be snowed-up with applications.
From the north to the south of this country,
in connection with the pastoral industry and
the agrieultural industry, there would be
application from each and every part for
the release of manpower from the Army in
order to afford assistance in various phases
of primary production, and so the whole
scheme a5 propesed here would ultimately
become impracticable. Some members might
consider it & step in the right direction. It
is a step, and a very small stop: it ic a step
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that the Commonwealth Government shouid
take if it finds that the manpower priorities
are not working effectively.

MR. RODOREDA (Roehourne) [4.30]:
I find myself very much in agreement with
the motion as amended. One speaker re-
ferred to the importanece of wool in the war
effort. From what I ean see, the great use
of wool in the war effort is to pull it over
the people’s eyes. All the arguments ad-
vauced by the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe (My. ¥. C. L. Smith}) only em-
phasised the necessity for a motion of this
deseription. He snid the military authori-
ties woulid not agree to it. OFf course they
would not. We are not asking them to
agree to it. The motion asks the Prime
Minister to put it into effeet, not to ask the
military authorities to agree to it. On that
hasis the hon, member was unsound.

We arve not asking the military authori.
tivs to deeide this issue; we ove suggesting
that ane military representative be appoint-
ol on a board of three, and 1 fail to see
how that can be constrned into meaning that
we are asking the military anthorities to de-
cide it. It appears to me that the whole
thing Dboils down to the catstanding faet
that there is very liftle co-operation what-
ever hetween the military chiefs and the
civilian departments, This is not a war that
the Army alone is fighting. This is not a
war such as Waterloo, where the nation em-
ployved 10,000 mercenaries, or paid soldiers,
to fight its hattle, saying, “This does not af.
fect us, but if yon get beaten, we shall send
you a few more men.”

Hon. N. Keenan: Waterloo was fought by
militia troops.

Mr. RODOREDA : Perhaps I am wrong
in mentioning Waterloo, but that certainly
was the pesition in some of the other wars.
Those warg were not a matter for the
civilian population. On this oceasion, how-
ever, the civilians are just as mueh involved
as the military forces, and the civilian effort
is more important than any effort the mili-
tary can make. What is the use of having
an army in the field if there ave not enough
civilians to provide it with equipment and
food?

There iz & point in Australia beyond
which we eannot go, namerieally, as regards
the defence forces. The Commonwealth
Government, or someone in authority, has
to deeide where that point is. If we over-
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step the mark, our whole system must break
down., I do not know where the mark is;
1 have not the faets; but the matter has to
be determined before we can say that this
industry or that must have cxemption. A
nation of 7,000,000 people can put into the
field and support a certain number of sol-
diers. That is what the motion boils down
to, and the question has to he decided
promptly by somebody. From my ohserva-
tion, I have formed the opinion that there
are too many men in the fighting forces now.

Mr. SBeward: We certainly wonld have
need of them if we had had anything like
the number of casualties sustained in the
1914-18 war.

Mr. RODOREDA: Tt would be impossible
to have too many men in the fighting forces
if we had the civilian population to feed
them, but the relationship between these two
sections has to be fixed by somebody. Other-
wise there will be utter chaos. It is not a
bit of use having an army so large that the
civiian population cannot support it.
That way we can expect only disaster. We
might as well be beaten in a battle as be
heaten through lack of equipment or food.

Mr. Cross: We have had too much of that
already.

Mr. RODOREDA: That is the great
yuestion whieh, to my mind, is invelved in
this motion. The vesult of passing the
motion may be the inaunguration of a
thorough investigation of the whole posi-
tion. [ preswne that the Commonweglth has
promised to raise a eertain number of men
in order to help the Uniied States forces
and, if it is found that too many bave been
promised, the Commonwealth will have to
vetract. T notice that in England men have
been taken out of the Army and put back
into coal production. England went too far
with enlistments, and a similar position
seems to have arisen in Australia. I can-
not speak for the whole Commonwealth, but
my personal observations lead me to be-
lieve that such is the position in this State.
I need not stress the importance of man-
power for shearing and other seasonal farm-
ing pursuits: various members have done
that already; but I point out the need for
running a fine-tooth eomb through the Army
personnel itself. For instance, I see no rea-
son whatever why officers should have bat-
men. However, the trouble is that our eriti-
cisms get no further than this Chamber;
the game cannot he heaten.
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The military authorities practically con-
trol the censorship. No other eriticism tham
such as is agreeable to the military authori-
ties is allowed to be published here. The
eivilian population is seething with discon-
tent about the way in which our Army is.
organised and run. Every group of people
conversing gives instanecs of what its mem-
bers know concerning this aspect. Buf are
such eritieisms published? Criticism pub-
lished in English papers, and cabled out to
us, is far severer than any local eriticism of
our military authorities. We have no eriti-
cism whatever of the organisation of our
Army. As members of Parliament and as
civilians alike, we are deeply interested in
the subject. We ave paying for the war
effort. Our lives ave affeeted by it. But
if civilians endeavour to be helpful they are
fold: “You have no right to offer sugges-
tions. We are the Army. We are the
people” In wartime the Army controls the
nation. All we look for is the utmost pos-
sible efficiency.

To get back to the guestion of batmen!
Why should Australian clerks and business-
men coming from all sections of life, aceus-
tomed to do everyvthing for themselves, he
given a servant when they get into the
Army? They are not different men when
in the Army, but simply eivilians in uni-
form. In that respect there is enormous
waste of men. The higher officers may re-
quire someone to shine their boots for them,
hut T fail to see why every tinpot lieutenant
should have a servant to shine his boots and
a chauffeur to drive him around. Why
should there be elaborate officers’ messes
with stewards who have passed the test of
serving a seven-course dinner before they
are appointed? Why should the officers have
a mess gt all? Why cannot they make shift
with a eafeterin? The country is short of
men to dig potatoes, to gather the harvest,
shear the sheep and milk the cows, while the
Army must have stewards running around
serving meals to officers.

There are other matters ealling for atten-
tion. A man joins the transport seetion of
the Army and through his own ability and
efforts works up to beeome an officer. His
familiavity with transport entitles him to
that position. But as soom as ever he be-
comes an officer, a chanffeur is appointed
fo drvive him around; and frequently the
officer travels in fear of his life heeause of
the inefficiency of his chaunfieur. However,
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it is military tradition for an officer fo be
Ariven by a chautfeur; an officer would lose
easte if he drove himself. Here we have
room for an investigation to be applied to
the military for the purpose of securing
more manpower for the job of fighting and
for the job of producing foodstuffs. The
Minister for Agriculinre wmentioned that
there were a few interned Chinese digging
potatoes, but that it had not yet been pos-
sible to get the interned Koepangers re-
leased. I heay that only portion of the
interned Chinese are employed as stated.
What has happened to the rest of them? T
have heard it whispered about the precincts
of Perth that these other Chinese are act-
ing as servants ip officers’ houses. Wonid
they not be doing better if they were dig-
ging potatoes?

Mr. MeDonald: T do net think the allega-
tion is correct.

Hon, C. G. Latham: 1t is not so in the
Australian Avmy.

Mr. RODOREDA : Something must have
happened to those other Chinese. Tt a
North-West station owner with 14 or 15
people to cook for come down here and ask
for one of those Chinese. Will he get one?
Not on your life!

Hon. C. G, Latham: I think that is pro-
hibited.

Mr. RODOREDA : 1t is prohibited, but it
moes on. We want all those Chinese down
in the country assisting in production. I
object to their being employed as servants
instead of doing something useful for the

State. I want the Koepangers down here
to work, too. They would be glad to have
the work,

These are o few comments into which the
Federal Govrrnment might ingnire. T do
not see why the old English Avmy traditions
should hold here in  Australia, espeeially
when we find ourselves in such a spot as
we are in now, and when every man’s sor-
vices are vitally needed. T hope the motion
will go forward in its present form, and that
every effort will be made to keep the matter
alive with the Federal Government, That
Government is the hody which should act—
not the military. Tt is up to the Federal
Government to do what is required,

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [4.44]:
T did not intend to make a centribution to
this debate; bui having listened to the mem-
ber for Brown Hill-Tvanhoe (Mr. F. C. L,
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Smith) and Lhe member for North-East Fre-
mantle {Mr. Tonkin) I feel obliged to offer
at least some observations on the guestion.
Not that 1 am altogether enamoured of the
motion as amended, because I do not think
it goes far enough. It is true that there are
in the Army men who could be utilised to
greater advantage outside the Army. 1f
this wmotion, us amended, i carried and
proves acceptable to the Federal Govern-
ment, netion may be taken to release some
of those men. If the member for Brown
Hill-Ivanhoe and the member for North-
Tast Fremantle had shown conclusively that
the serviees of all the men who have been
absorbed into the Army were being utilised
to the fullest advantage for the defence of
this countrv, there might have been some-
thing in the vontenlions they advanecd. Men
taken into the Army should be educated in
the various asprets of defeuce, and the two
members T mentioned implied that effect was
given to that to the extent of 100 per cent.
Their arguments were based solely on that
premise, namnely, that the men had to he
trained and that the ohligation resting upon
the military authorities was {vo seeure their
respective quotas to 100 per cent. That was
to be done so that the men would be fully
trained and well equipped ready to fight
when the oceasion arose.

With that contention we can agree, but
I suggest to those members thal that is not
what is happening. Not one memher of
this Chamber will say that it is happening.
While the Army secks to absorb the maxi-
mum manpewer available, when the men are
secured their services ave not utilised to the
hest possille advantage. A big nerecntage
of men in kbaki are not being edneated and
equipped for the aetive defene: of the
nation. Their admission to the Army will
ultimately work great injury to the Army
itself. I agree with the member for Roe-
bourne (Mr. Rodoreda) in his ecovtentions,
and the words of Napoleon should never he
forgotten when he said that “an armv fights
on its stomaeh.”

Hon. N. Keenan: No. marches cn itz
stomach.

The Minister for Mines: AL any rate not
too many of the men maveh now.

Mr. MARSHALL: Modern methods of
warfare have overcome that phase. If the
Army’s requirements for foodstuffs fall
short, or the supply of necessary equipment
1s too slow. then we have not an efficient
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Fighting Force, no matter how well trained
the men may be. So the issue involved
in the motion is equally as vital as the actual
creation of a Fighting Force. One member
stated that the problem iovolved represents
the prerogative and responsibility of the
Federal Government, but I remind him that
the war has becn in progress for over two
years. During that time two or threc dif-
ferent Giovernments have wielded power in
the Tederal avena, yet nomne has overcome
this particolay diffieulty. What are we to
do? Are we to remain silent, content to
watch what is going on? Are we to wit-
ness ultimately what was seen in England
recently? Not until the people of the
Motherland were threatened with an almost
entire ahsence of vegetables for either the
Army or for ecivilians, did the anthorities
mentioned by the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe renlise what had been done. From
information [ recently received from the
Old Land, it would appear that much
activity is displayed now in producing ne-
cessary foodstuffs in England. Members will
appreciate the point I am making.

When the task was left solely to the Fede-
ral authorities they failed dismally elfec-
tively to carry cut the task. In the Mother-
land many mistakes were made hefore the
job was adequately tackled. I am inclined
to support the motion as amended although
it does not convey all I desire. We know
that the military authovities will do their
utmost to avoid their intentions or desires
being interfered with in any way, but the
time is coming when Parliament must have
a say—not with regard to the actual irain-
ing of our men, irrespective of whether they
be in the Army, Navy or Air Foree, nor
should we desire to participate in the con-
trol of the movement of any section of our
Armed Forees. Parliament must see to it
that when the publie is asked to make sacri-
fices in order that the nation may put for-
ward its maximum war effort, those in
authority will also manifest within the orbit
of their respective functions a similar de-
sire to make sacrifices and a willingness to
maintain efficiency.

It will he of little avail for the military
authorities to rest under the delusion that
they can follow the old eustoms and tradi.
tions of the Imperial Army, and, as the
member for Roebourne mentioned, have ser-
vants at their heck and call se that they ean
secarcely move without a coterie of atten-
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dants. They need not think they can in-
dulge in sueh practices and enjoy a pleni-
tude of all they require, while at the same
time they ask the people to tighten their
helts and deprive themselves of necessary
foodstafls and clothing. The people will not
tolerate that.

There is too much hypoerisy about the
whole thing. I am of the opinion that, due
to the procedure under military eontrol, it
is not possible to secure any reform from
within the Army, and nothing in that diree-
tion ¢an be obtained until some person not
subject to military eontrol is vested with
some authority. In the Aymy no one in-
dividun] dare eomplain or report a grievanca
tfor fear of victimisation or severity of treat-
ment. Under such conditions it is quite pos-
sible for the highey officers to surround
themselves with all sorts of comforts and
conveniences, and none of the subordinates
who know the waste entailed in consequence
dare mention such abuses, Some authority
must he set up that will he able to say to
the military people, “You do unto others as
vou wonld expeet to be done to you” 1
agree with the member who said
that there is much manpower in the
Army that could be more efficiently utilised,
sufficient, I venture to say, if properly used
outside the Army, to produce the required
foodstuffs and equipment efficiently and ex-
peditionsly.

In the Army those men are deing prac-
tically valueless work, as m many instances
they arve acting merely as servants or flun-
keys. The old military traditions of years
gone hy must be discarded. We cannot
allow our troops to go short of food. The
Pederal Government has failed dismally to
contral the posilion, as the member for
North-East Fremantle (Mr. Tonkin) has
shown quite elearly. What is the result as
it affects this State? Again T point out that
we are far removed from the seat of the
Federal Government, the members of which
know little about our State. They do not
realise that what is suitable for States with
larger populations is impracticable when ap-
plied to Western Australia, Therefore, I
agree that something along the lines of this
motion is urgently required.

Recently it came to my knowledge
that the military authorities applied for
women to take wup positions &s cooks.
Exactly what section of the Army they
were to cook for I do not know, hut
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I ussnme  (hey  were not to cook for the
rank and lile. T am told that many of these
applicants, experienead eooks, were sent Lo
Mefbonrne to {inish their training, and that
aller 10 or 15 days there they wonld reluin
1o Western Australin to take up their duties.
These rimonrs would never be spread un-
less there was some brath du them.  Heve
members will note an extrnvagant use of
Liliour, while at the same tisme young wonich
whose fathers ave in the Avmy and yonng
wives whose husbands are nlso in the Army,
are deing the drudgery of herding and milk-
ing cows from morning till night, and they
are asked to da it heeavse Ausiralia is in
danger.  And they are doing it! 1 think
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those in authovity in (e Fichting Tovees
should he asked to make similar saevifiees in
the execeution of their duty.

(hiestion, as mended, put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,

THE PREMIER (Fon. &. C. Willeock—
(ivenldton) [4.58]: T move—

That the House at its rising adjourn to a
dite to he fixed by Mr. Speaker.

Question pot and passed,

House udjousrucd ab 1,59 pom.







